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INTRODUCTION , 


X  7f  THEN  I  firffc  replied  to  W.  R.  W.  I  did  not  expe&  to  be 
drawn  into  a  controverfy  of  fuch  length  ;  but  the  pertinaci¬ 
ous  malevolence  and  mifreprentations  of  that  writer,  made  it  necef- 

*  **** .  ,  < 

fary  foi  me  to  rejoin,  in  which  l  made  ufe  of  fome  fevere  expref- 
lions,  at  once  to  convince  my  antagonid  that  1  knew  him,  and  that 
if  he  perfided  in  fuch  calumnious  abufe  and  evalions,  I  would  drag 
him  our  into  public  notice.  His  next  replication  was  lo  unjuft’fiable 
in  every  point  of  view,  that  I  was  defired  by  fome  particular  friends, 
unrefervedly  to  expofe  him.  But  the  impreflions  of  former  frieridfhip 
were  not  obliterated  ;  and  difdaining  wantonly  to  trample  upon  the 
feelings  of  a  defencelefs  foe,  I  determined  to  write  him  a  private 
letter,  to  offer  him  eafy  terms  of  accommodation.  His  reply  was 
of  that  nature,  as  to  oblige  me  perfona'lly  to  attack  him  in  the  public 
papers.  For  this  reafon  I  publifh  thofe  letters  in  their  proper  order 
of  time,  as  introduflory  to  the  fubfequent  correfpondence. 

It  is  now  left  with  the  world  to  judge,  whether  he  has  not  mod 
juflly  merited  the  chadifement  he  has  received.  I  hope  it  will  at 
lead  have  this  good  effeff  upon  him,  to  teach  him  that  infolence, 
prevarication  and  perfonal  abule,  are  at  all  times  unbecoming  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  ;  and  that  the  pulilanimous  abufe  of  an 
anonymous  fcribbler,  ought  not  to  pafs  unpunished,  and  wiU 
generally  meet  its  rewards 


The 


The  reafons  which  induced  me  to  write  on  this  fubjefr,  are 
fpoken  to  in  my  narrative  ;  and  I  have  only  to  requeft;  the  candid 
reader,  to  accept  my  intention  for  the  performance  ;  and  generoufiy 
to  overlook  thofe  inaccuracies  of  expreflion,  which  he  will  too  often 
meet  with,  as  the  natural  confequences  of  but  a  mediocrity  of  un¬ 
demanding,  and  hurry  of  bufinefs  in  the  line  of  my  profeflion. 


YAtTOKj  Aug«  29*  1788, 


S.  N„ 
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AUTHENTIC  ANECDOTES, 
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GEORGE  LUKINS.  &c. 


From  the  BRISTOL  GAZETTE. 

S  I  R. 

WHEN  you  can  fpare  room  in  yourGazette,  I  think  you  will  not 
be  able  to  prefen t  your  readers  with  any  account  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  furprizing  as  the  following.  It  is  the  mod  fingular  cafe 
of  perverted  reafon  and  bodily  Offering  that  I  ever  heard  of  ;  nor 
have  the  mod  learned  and  ingenious  perfons  been  able  to  folve  the 
phenomenon,  much  lefs  to  adminider  relief  to  the  afflicted  object. 
You  may  depend  on  the  authenticity  ofevery  part  of  the  relation  ; 
a  member jof  my  family  having  been  near  30  years  minider  of  the 
place  where  the  perfon  refides,  many  of  mv  friends  dill  inhabiting 
it,  and  myfelf  having  been  frequently  a  witnefs  to  the  faCts,  I  lhall 
mention. 

About  1 8  years  ago  the  unfortunate  fubjeCt  of  this  epidle,  going 
about  the  neighbourhood  with  other  young  fellows,  atling  Chridmas 
plays  or  mummeries,  fuddenly  fell  down  fenfelefs,  and  was  with  great 
difficulty  recovered.  When  he  came  to  himfelf,  the  account  he 
gave  was,  that  he  feemed  at  the  moment  of  his  fall  to  have  received 
a  violent  blow  from  the  hand  of  fome  perfon,  who,  as  he  thought, 
was  allowed  thus  to  punifh  him  for  a&ing  a  part  in  the  play.  From 
that  moment,  he  has  been  fubjeCt,  at  uncertain  and  different  periods, 
to  fi' s  of  11  moft  fingular  and  dreadful  nature.  The  fil'd  fymptomis 
a  powerful  agitation  of  the  right  hand,  to  which  fucceed  terrible  dif- 
tortions  of  the  countenance.  The  influence  of  the  fit  has  then  com¬ 
menced.  He  declares  in  a  roaring  voice  that  he  is  the  Devil,  who  with 
many  horrid  execrations fummons  about  him  certain  perfons  devoted 
to  his  will,  and  commands  them  to  torture  this  unhappy  patient  witli 
all  the  diabolical  means  in  their  p<~wer.  The  fuppofed  demon  then 
directs  his  fei  vants  to  fing.  Accordingly  the  patient  fings  in  a  different 
voice  a  jovial  hunting  fong,  which  having  received  the  approbation 
of  (befoul  fend,  is  fucceeded  by  a  fong  in  a  female  voice,  very  at  h'cate- 
ly  expseffed  ;  and  this  is  followed,  at  the  particular  injunction  of  the 

demon, 
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demon,  bvapaftoral  long  in  the  foim  of  a  dialogue,  Tung  by,  and 
in  the  veal  character  ofi  'he  patient. himlelf.  After  a  paufe  and  more 
violent  diflor-'  ous,  he  again  perlonates  the  demon,  and  firgs  in  a 
Jioarfe,  frightful  voice.  anoth<  r  hunting  long.  Hut  in  all  theie  longs 
whenever  anv  expreflions  of  good  els.  benevolence,  or  innocence, 
occurs  in  the  original,  it  is  regularly  changed  to  another  of  its  oppo- 
fite  meaning  :  neither  cvn  the  patient  bear  to  hear  any  good  words 
whatever,  nor  any  exj  reliion  relating  to  the  chmch,  during  the  in* 
fluence  of  his  fit,  but  is  exafperated  bv  them  into  the  moll  fhotktng 
degree  of  hlafphemv  and  ou'rage.  Neb  her  can  he  Ipeak  or  write 
any  expreffions  of  tins  tendency,  whilfl  the  lubfequent  weakne'S 
of  his  fits  is  upon  him  ;  hut  is  driven  to  inadnels  by  their  mention. 
Having  performed  the  longs,  he  continues  to  perfbnaie  the  demon, 
and  derides  'he  attempts  which  the  patient  has  been  making  to  get 
out  of  his  power,  that  he  will  perlecutei  and  torment  him  more  and 
mote  to  the  end  of  his  life,  ar  d  that  all  the  efforts  of  parions  and 
phyiic’ans  fhall  prove  fruitlels.  An  inverted  *  / e  Deum  is  then  lung  in 
She  alternate  voices  of  a  man  and  a  woman,  who  with  much  pro- 
fan  ei  efs  thank  the  demon  for  having  given  them  powei  over  the  pa¬ 
tient  which  they  will  continue  to  exercile  as  long  as  he  lives.  I  he 
demon  then  concludes  'he  ceremonv,  hy  declaring  his  unaltera¬ 
ble  refoluuon  to  uunifh  him  for  ever  ;  and  after  barking  fierc  ely,  and 
irntctf  erlmg  many  affertions  ol  his  own  diabolical  dignity,  the  fit 
fubfides  in'o  the  fame  ftrong  agitation  of  the  hand  that  introduced  it, 
S'  d  the  patient  recovers  from  its  influence  utierly  weakened  and  ex- 
haufied.  At  certain  periods  of  the  fit,  he  is  fo  violent  thaf  an  affift- 
anl  is  alwavs  obliged  to  beat  hand,  to  teffrain  him  fror*  committing 
fome  injurv  onhimfelf,  'hough  to  the  fpe&ators  he  is  perfectly  harm- 
lels.  fie  uncierflanris  all  that  is  lain  and  done  during  his  fits,  and 
wll  even  reply  fometimes  to  queftians  afked  him.  He  is  under  the 
influenceof  theie  uan.xifms  generally  near  an  hour;  during  w’hich 
time  his  eyes  ate  tail  clofed.  Sometimes  he  fancies  himfelf  changed 
into  tire  form  of  an  animal  ;  when  he  affumes  .ill  the  motions  and 
founds  that  are  peculiar  to  tt.  From  ihe  execraiions  he  utters  it  may 
be  pretumed  that  he  is  or  was  of  an  abandoned  and  profbga  e  charac¬ 
ter,  but  the  reverie  is  the  truth  ;  he  was  ever  of  a  remarkable  inno¬ 
cent,  and  inoffenhve  difpofition.  Every  method  that  the  varu  ty  of 
perions  who  have  come  to  fee  him  have  fuggefted.  every  effort  of 
fome  very  ingenious  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  who  applied  their  feri- 
ous  attention  to  his  cafe,  has  been  long  ago  and  recently  exerted 
without  fuccefs  ;  and  fome  years  ago  he  was  lent  to  bt.  George’s 
Hofpital,  where  he  remained  about  twenty  weeks,  and  was  pro¬ 
nounced  incurable.  Of  late,  he  has  every  day  at  ’eaft  three  and 
fometimes  n  me  of  theie  fits,  winch  have  reduced  him  to  great  weak¬ 
ness  and  aimed  to  defpair  ;  for  he  cannot  hear  any  virtuous  or  reli¬ 
gious 

*  Our  very  judicious  author  it  is  prefumed  intended  to  write  rzavsRTESu 
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gious  cxpreftion  ufed  without  pain  and  horror.  The  emaciated  and 
exhausted  figure  that  he  prefents,  the  number  of  years  that  he  has 
been  fubj  ti  to  this  malady,  and  the  profpe£i  of  want  and  diffcrefs 
that  lies  before  him  through  being  thus  ddabled  from  following  his 
bufmefs,  ali  preclude  the  fufpicion  of  impoliure.  His  life  is  become 
a  feries  of  intenie  pain  and  anxiety. 

Should  any  of  your  readers  queflion  the  authenticity  of  this  rela¬ 
tion,  or  conceive  themlelves  able  to  adminilter  relief,  or  even  miti¬ 
gation  to  (his  affl-iled  objeft,  you  know  your  correlpondent  and  have 
my  fiee  confent  to  refer  them  to  me. 

1  remam,  your  very  humble  fervant, 

Wrington,  J  ane  5,  1788.  W.  R.  W. 


A Jhort  account  of  the  [insular  deliverance  of  George  bukins,  [the  above 
afflicted  man , )  of  the  Parifh  of  Yatton  in  the  County  oj  Somerfet ,  aged 
44,  and  by  trade  a  Jay  tor. 


S)M  S  perfons  who  had  been  acquainted  with  his  unhappy  fitua- 
tton  for  many  years,  had  heard  him  repeatedly  lav  that  he  was 
polfelfed  wth  feven  devils,  and  if  feven  minifters  could  be  got  to 
pray  with  him  in  faith,  they  would  be  caff  out.  Bur  his  declara¬ 
tion  being  treated  as  a  vifionary  matter,  he  remained  in  his  former 
{fate  notwithftanding  every  means  made  ufe  of  for  his  cure.  —  How¬ 
ever,  a  perfon  who  felt  much  for  his  deplorable  cafe,  had  him 
brought  to  Briffol  la  ft  week,  to  fee  if  any  thing  could  be  done  for 
him,  and  to  meet  the  fubjeef  on  his  own  ground  of  an  expefted  cure. 

After  he' had  been  here  a  few  days,  and  was  feen  by  many  per¬ 
fons  in  his  fits  or  fpafms,  'who  obferved  that  the  particular  circum- 
ffances  attending  them  fully  coincided  with  the  above  lei  ter)  leveral 
Miniffers  were  prevailed  upon  to  meet  bn  the  occalion. —  They  ac¬ 
cordingly  met  in  the  Veffiy  room  of  Temple-Church,  on  Friday  the 
13th  inftant,  at  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  attended  by  the 
poor  man,  and  feveral  other  perfons  to  aflift  in  managing  of  him  in 
his  fits  :+ — And  the  following  is  a  relation  of  lomeof  the  particulars 
on  the  above  awful  occafion. 

1.  They  began  tinging  an  hymn,  on  which  the  man  was  im¬ 
mediately  thrown  into  llrange  agitations,  (very  different  from  his 
ufual  feizures) ;  his  face  was  fit  ft  varioufly  diflorted  and  his  whole 
body  ftrongly  convulfed.  His  right  hand  and  arm  then  began  to 
(hake  with  violence,  and  after  fome  violent  throes,  he  fpake  in  a 
deep  hoarie,  hollow  voice,  per/onating  an  invisible  agent  calling  the 
man  to  an  account,  and  upbraidinghim  as  a  fool  for  bringing  that 
filly  company  together,  faid  it  was  to  no  purpofe,  and  fwore  “  by 
his  infernal  den,”  that  he  would  never  quit  his  hold  of  him,  but 

would 


■f  V.7hen  no  man  has  been  prefent,  a  boy  of  ten  cr  eleven  years  old  hath  fre¬ 
quently  held  him  m  his  fits  *,  and  a  fingie  man  of  moderate  ftrength,  could  in  his 

aaticks  always  hold  him  a;  Yatton. 
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would  torment  him  a  thoufand  times  worfe  for  making  the  vain 
attempt. 

2.  He  then  began  to  fmgin  hisufual  manner,  (JH/l  perfovatingfomc 
invifible  agent)  horribly  blalpheming,  boaffed  of  his  power,  and 
vowed  eternal  vengeance  on  the  milerable  objeft,  and  on  thofe  pre- 
fent  for  daring  to  oppole  him  ;  and  commanded  hi*  “ faithful  and 
obedient  fervants”  to  appear  and  take  their  ftations. 

3.  He  then  fpake  in  a  female  voice,  very  expreffive  of  fcorn  and 
derifton,  and  demanded  to  know  why  the  fool  had  brought  fuch  a 
company  there  ?  and  fwore  “  by  the  devil”  that  he  would  not  quit 
his  hold  of  him,  and  bid  defiance  to,  and  curfed  all  who  fhould 
attempt  to  refeue  the  miferable  objebl  from  them.  He  then  fung,  in 
the  fame  female  voice  a  kind  of  love  fong,  at  the  conclufion  of  which 
he  was  violently  tortured,  and  repeated  mo  ft  horrid  imprecations. 

4.  Another  invifible  agent  came  forth;  affuming  a  different  voice, 
but  his  manner  much  the  fame  as  the  preceding  one.-'  A  kind  of 
dialogue  was  then  fung  in  a  hoarfe  and  foft  voice  alternately  ;  at  the 
conclufion  of  which,  as  before,  the  man  was  thrown  into  violent 
agonies  and  blafphemed  in  a  manner  too  dreadful  to  be  expreffed. 

5.  He  then  peifonated,  and  (aid,  “I  am  the  great  Devil;”  and 
after  much  boafting  of  his  power  and  biding  defiance  to  all  his  op-, 
pofers,  fung  a  kind  of  hunting  fong  ;  at  the  conclufion  of  which  he 
was  moft  violently  tortured,  fo  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  two 
ftrong  men  could  hold  him  (though  he  is  but  a  fmall  man  and  very 
weak  in  conftitution) ;  fometimes  he  would  let  up  a  hedious  laugh, 
and  at  other  times  bark  in  a  manner  indifcribably  horrid. 

6.  After  this  he  fummoned  all  the  infernals  to  appear,  and  drive 
the  company  away.  And  while  the  minifters  were  engaged  in 
fervent  prayer,  he  fung  a  Te  Deum  to  the  devil,  in  different  voices,* 
— faying,  “We  praile  thee,  O  devil;  we  acknowledge  thee  lobe 
the  fupreme  governor,”  &c.  &c. 

7.  When  the  noife  was  fo  great  as  to  obftrutt  the  company  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  prayer,  they  lung  together  an  hymn  fuitable  to  the  o 
cafton.  Whilft  they  were  in  prayer,  the  voice  which  perfonaied  the 
great  Devil  bid  them  defiance,  curftng  and  vowing  dreadful  ven¬ 
geance  on  all  prefent.  One  in  the  company  commanded  him  in  the 
name  of  the  great  Jehovah  to  declare  his  name  ?  To  which  he  repli¬ 
ed,  “  I  am  the  Devil.”  The  fame  perfon  then  charged  him  in  the 
name  of  Jehovah  to  declare  why  he  tormented  the  man  ?  To  which 
he  made  anfwer,  “  That  I  may  ffiew  my  power  amongft  men.”t 

‘  8.  The 

*  it  may  net  be  impioper  to  remark,  that  this  man  was  not  a  ventriloquift^;  that 
he  fpake  in  different  voices,  fingly,  and  diftin&ly,  like  other  men ;  and  that  being 
adjured  in  Greek  and  Latin  by  Mr.  M‘Geary,  the  pretended  Devils  were  fo  unclaf- 
fical  as  not  to  be  able  to  reply.  And  fo  eafy  is  it  to  immitate  George  Lukins  in  all 
his  manoeuvres,  that  feveral  in  Y atten  completely  perfonate  him  for  the  diverlion  o£ 
themf<|lves  or  Grangers. 

J  A  very  fubtle  devil  indeed  thus  to  dete&  and  defeat  himfelf  1 
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'8..  The  poor  man  dill  remained  in  great  agonies  and  torture,  and 
prayer  was  continued  for  his  deliverance.  A  clergyman  prefent 
dchred  him  to  endeavour  to  fpeak  the  name  of  44  Jefus.”  and  feverai 
times  repeated  it  to  him,  at  all  of  which  he  replied  44  Devil.” — during 
this  attempt  a  fmall  faint  voice  was  heard  faying,  44  Why  don’t  you 
adjure?”  On  which  the  clergyman  commanded,  in  the  name  of 
Jefus,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghod, 
the,  evil  1  y i lit  to  depart  from  the  man;  which  he  repeated  feverai 
times: — when  a  voice  was  heard  to  fay,  44  Mud  I  give  up  my  pow¬ 
er?”  and  this  was  followed  by  dreadful  howlings.  Soon  after 
another  voice,  as  with  adonidiment,  faid,  44  Our  mafter  has  deceiv¬ 
ed  us.” — 1  he  clergyman  hill  continuing  to  repeat  the  adjuration,  a 
voice  was  heard  to  fay,  44  Where  (hall  we  go  ?”  and  the  reply  was, 
— 4*'To  hell,  thine  own  infernal  den,  and  return  no  more  to  torment 
this  man  — On  this  the  man’s  aggitations  and  diflortions  were 
flronger  than  ever,  attended  with  the  molt  dreadful  howling  that 
can  be  conceived.  But  as  loon  as  this  conflict  was  over,  he  faid,  in 
his  own  natural  voice,  44  Bleffed  Jefus  ! ” — became  quite  ferene,  im¬ 
mediately  praifed  God  for  his  deliverance,  and  kneeling  down 
faid  tire  Lord’s  prayer,  and  returned  his  mod  devout  thanks  to 
.all  who  were  prefent. 

The  meeting  broke  up  a  little  before  one  o’clock,  having  laded 
near  two  hours,  and  the  man  went  away  entirely  delivered,  and  has 
had  no  return  of  the  diforder  fince. 

We  lay  the  abovenarrativebefore  the  public,  asauthenticated  to  us 
by  leveral  pet  Ions  who  were  prefent,  and  on  whole  veracity  we  can 
depend  ;  we  forbear  making  any  comment  on  the  lubjeft,  but  leave 
our  readers  in  podefiion  of  the  fatls,  to  give  that  credibility  to  the 
various  circumdanc.es  as  the  whole  or  any  part  of  fo  extraordinary 
a  relation  may  deierve. 

June  18,  17-88. 

The  feven  Min  titers  employed  in  this  awful  and  marvellous  undertaking 
were  the  Reverend  JOSEPH  EASTERBROOK,  Vicar  of  Temple; 

Meffrs.  T.  M‘GEARY,  Schoolmaster,  "J 
W.  HUNT,  Taylor, 

J.  VALTON,  v  Lay  Divines  in  Connection 

j.  BROADBENT,  x  f  withjVIr.  Wesley. 

j.  BRETTEL,  I 

B.  RHODES,  J 

Some  few  others  of  the  elect  were  prefent,  but  no  one  from  this  neighbourhood 

■of  Yatton. 


S  I  R, 


SINCE  your  lad  week’s  paper  appeared,  I  have  received  frequent 
applications  from  gentlemen  in  Bridol,  and  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  defiringin  their  own  name,  and  in  the  name  of  multitudes 

Jj  mat 
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that  I  would  either  authenticate,  oroppofe  the  account  therein  given,, 
of  the  deliverance  of  George  Lukins,  In  order  therefore  to  fatisfy 
the  defire  of  the  public,  I  have  diligently  confidered  the  little  hiftory 
you  have  publifhed  of  that  extraordinary  cafe,  and  freely  own,  that 
if  you  correft  the  errata,  and  put  adjure ,  for  abjure ,  and  adjuration  for 
abjuration ,  you  will  then  give  the  world  a  genuine,  faithful,  and  nuo 
narrative  of  the  principal  circuin  fiances  and  phrafes,  which  really 
occurred,  in  the  morning  of  Fridav  the  13th  inftant,  in  the  veftry 
room  of  Temple  Church.  Let  me  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  republifh 
the  narrative  thus  correfted,  and  you  and  the  public  at  large  may  be 
allured,  that  the  whole  of  that  marvellous  relation  will  then  be  fairly 
flated  and  juflly  expreffed. 


I  am  Sir,  your  very  humble  fervant, 

JOSEPH  EASTERBROOK, 
Vicar  of  Temple,  Briftol. 


June  24,  1788, 


S  I  R, 

EW  things  could  furprife  me  more  than  the  narrative  of  George 


JL  Lukins's  cafe,  publifhed  in  your  paper  of  the  19th  inftant,  by 
W.  R.  VV.  of  Wrinmon,  and  that  too  as  introductory  10  the  cure  of 
the  pretended  daamoniac. 

I  doubt  not  bur  that  many  pious  people  will  give  implicit  belief  to 
the  whole  ftory  ;  and  it  is  with  the  fmcereft  regret  that  I  find  my  Rif 
obliged  from  a  love  t©  plain  truth,  to  give  a  brief  and  faithful  relax 
tion  of  that  cafe.  I  know  too  well  the  narrow  limits  of  my  abilities 
as  a  writer,  not  to  tremble  at  even  the  thought  of  a  literary  difeui- 
fion,  with  fo  able  an  opponent  ;  but  trufling  to  that  generofity  and 
candour  which  an  enlightened  public  will  ever  extend  to  the  caufe 
of  truth,  though  exhibited  in  the  poor  garb  of  fimplicity  only,  I  in¬ 
lift  myfelf  its  votary.  Indeed  without  this  periudiion  I  fhould  not 
venture  thus  to  addrefs  mylelf  to  you. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1769,  or  beginning  of  177  o,  G. 
Lukins  of  Yatton,  the  perfon  whofe  cafe  I  have  been  fpeaking  of, 
with  fome  young  people,  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  late  Mr.  Love, 
to  perform  Chriftmas  Plays.  Mr.  Love  being  of  a  generous  difpofi- 
tion,  gave  them  fo  much  liquor  as  to  intoxicate  them.  G.  Lukins 
was  greatly  overloaded,  and  in  endeavouring  to  walk  out,  fell  down 
at  the  door,  where  he  remained  till  afiiftance  was  given  him.  The 
next  day,  and  for  a  confiderable  time  after,  he  pietended  he  was 
hurled  by  Mr.  Love’s  dog.  Soon  after  this  incident,  his  fits  com¬ 
menced.  In  fome  few  weeks  he  pretended  he  was  bewitched.  At 
certain  intervals  his  fits  would  return,  or  he  would  be  fpeechlefs 
during  a  determinate  fpace  of  time,  always  foretold  by  himfelf. — • 
Sometimes  he  attempted  to  run  into  a  pond  or  fhallow  river.  At 
other  times  he  would  leap,  howl,  &c.  and  diftort  himfelf  violently. 


Several 
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Several  times  he  danced  in  a  large  chimney  corner,  upon  burning 
coals  ;  arid  lay  down  on  a  box  near  a  large  fire,  covered  with 
many  deaths,  and  fweated  profufely.  During  all  his  pretended  pa- 
roxiftns  he  has  fully  retained  his  different  fenles  and  underftandmg, 
from  the  firft  of  his  performances  to  the  termination  of  them.  But 
his  curfes,  execrations,  and  expreffions  during  his  fits  have  notwfth- 
Handing. been  moil  truly  horrible. 

All  thefe  oddities  were  attributed  to  the  power  of  witchcraft,  or 
influence  of  an  evil  fpirit..  In  June  1770,  I  fettled  at  Hatton,  and 
for  fome  time  lodged  in  the  fame  houle  with  this  man  ;  fo  that  I  had 
frequent  opportunities  to  lee  him  in  his  fits  ;  in  every  one  of  which 
except  in  finging,  he  performed  not  more  than  moft  aftive  young 
people  can  eafi.lv  do.  I  except  finging  for  this  reafon,  becaufe  many 
have  neither  an  ear  for  mafic  nor  knowledge  of  notes  ;  but  from  his 
youth  this  man  was,  as  it  were,  bred  to  finging.  Convinced  that  all 
his  complaints  were  feigned,  or  occafioned  by  hypocondriacifm,  I 
directed  the  people  to  permit  him  to  trample  on  the  fire,  or  run  into 
the  river  or  the  pool,  which  were  very  fhallow,  and  obferved  to 
them,  that  no  ill  confequences  could  follow,  as  in  cafe  of  neceflity 
they  could  inftantly  fave  him. — *From  that  time  he  left  off  ihofe  at-  , 
tempts,  and  the  fears  of  his  friends  ori  that  head  were  diffipated.  Fo 
prove  himlelf  bewitched,  he  gave  me  and  others  many  relations 
of  the  power  of  witches,  their  iniquitous  practices  and  pumfh- 
ments  for  them.  When  he  would  be  thought  fpeechlefs,  he 
could  thruft  his  tongue  out  of  his  mouth  towards  his  nofe  or 
chin,  make  ufe  of  it  in  every  manner  neceffary  for  fpeec-h  ;  modify 
his  voice  to  almoft  all  founds  ;  and  being  perfectly  feniible  at  t.hofe 
times,  finging  many  agreeable  tunes,  fwallowing  and  doing  every 
aft  and  tiling  with  underftandirig  and  precifion,  and  having  the  free 
and  proper  ufe  of  every  part  and  organ  fubfervient  to  fpeech  ;  no 
good  reafon  can  polfibly  be  affigned  for  his  obftinate  taciturnity,  but 
his  predetermination.  Soon  after  I  faw  him,  he  tfiought,  or  pre¬ 
tended  that  his  fingers  were  contracted,  and  kept  his  fill  clinched  : 
but  1  eafily  put  his  fingers  out  ftrait,  and  kept  them  fo  upon  a  hand- 
board,  without  occafioning  fwelling,  pain  or  fpafrn,  which  could 
not  have  been  the  cafe  had  there  been  a  contraction  of  the  mufcular 
and  tendonous  parts.  His  next  fubterfuge  was  a  pretended  contrac¬ 
tion  of  his  thumb,  which  he  would  pertinacioufly  keep  clote  to  the 
palm  of  his  hand.  I  had  previoufiy  given  up  the  care  of  him,  being 
difgufted  at  his  ridiculous  pretences  :  but  to  convince,  the  family 
where  he  lodged  of  the  impropriety  of  this  trick  alfo,  I  defired  a  dif- 
creet  man  with  whom  he  (lept,  to  obferve  his  hand  in  the  morning 
before  he  awoke;  fo  watchful  was  the  patient,  that  it  was  fhveral 
mornings  before  this  could  be  done  ;  at  length,  however,  Mr.  P. 
inftantly  recolleCting  himfelf  when  he  awoke,  gently  turned  down 
the  bedcloaths,  and  found  his  thumb  fully  extended,  and  at  reft 
upon  his  bread,  Mr,  P,  then  pretended  to  awake  difturbed,  and 
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George  Lukins  awaking,  Hnflantly  contracted  his  thumb  as  befbre. . 
J  need  not  draw  any  inference;  the  intelligent  reader  muff  difeem. 
the  caufe  of  this  complaint  :  but  the  principles  of  companion  operat¬ 
ed  too  powerfully  upon  many  Tor  them  to  allow  themfelves  even  to.- 
reafon  Upon  his  cafe.  About  that  time  a  perfon  of  credit  reading 
in  the  bible,  defignedly  pronounced  father  improperly;  our  patient 
was  at  that  time  as  fpeechlefs  as  at  diffeient  other  times:  but  he 
endeavoured  as  fhe  thought  to  tell  her:  fhe  as  often  repeated  that 
word  wrongly,  till  at  lafl  out  fpeechlefs  aftor  haflily  gave  her  the  pro¬ 
per  pronunciation,  and  then  appeared  as,  reeollc&ing .himleif  and 
greatly  cliffreffed. 

He  continued  in  the  fame  way  a  long  time,  till  bv  means  ofa  pc- . 
tition  he  had  collected  fomething  conliderablc  ;  foon  after  which  his 
complaints  left  him,  or  he  them.  It  mud  he  admitted,  that  wrong 
apprehenfions  produce  various  influences  upon  'he  body,  which 
people  of  weak  understanding  may  greatly  fuffer  from.  1'he  cafes 
of  a  young  man  and  a  young  woman,  who  went  to  fee  George  Lu¬ 
kins  in  his  paroxifms,  if  I  may  fo  call  them,  fully  prove  this. 

The  fir  ft  was  a  fervant  man  of  Mr.  John  Young,  of  this  parifb. 
Soon  after  feeing  George  Lukins,  he  fancied  himf'elf  bewitched,  and 
appeared  greatly  affrighted,  diffoited  his  face  and  limbs,  bellowing, 
leaping,  falling  down,  afting,  and  finging  with,  as  it' were,  different 
voices,  very  much  like  him.  His  .mailer  hafted  to  my  houfe,  and 
defired  me  to  go  with  him.  It  was. agreed  between  us,  that  if  i  found 
it  prudent,  I  fhould  be  allowed  to  threaten  either  himfelf.  Mrs. 
Young,  or  any  of  the  family.  The  fellow  on  my  arrival  appeared 
all  diftraftion.  I  treated  him  roughly  ;  threatened  his  mafter, 
&c.  for  hearkening  to  the  fool ;  infifted  inffantly  upon  bleeding  him, 
vomited  him,  and  on  the  next  morning  purged  him  brifkly.  The. 
fellow,  expending  a  daily  repetition  of  the  fame  treatment,  affumed 
by  the  morning  his  proper  underflanding,  arid  followed  his  bufiriefs 
as  before. — The  other  was  a  poor  girl  of  Chelveyv  This  girl  was 
affe&ed  in  the  fame  manner,  and  from  rhe  fame  caufe  as  Mr.  Younsfs 
man-fervant.  She, was  fuppofed  to  be  lunatic  or  hyfteric,  by  her 
neighbours.  I  was  employed  for  her,  and  gave  her,  at  the  1  equeft  of 
the  overfeer,  large  quantities  of  antifpafmodic  or  nervous  medicines, 
during  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  days,  without  the  leaf!  benefit  ;  when, 
purfuing  my  own  inclination,  I  exhibited  two  furly  emetics  a  little 
while  before  the  appointed  times  for  the  return  of  her  fits  ;  leaving 
her  wholly  at  other  times,  to  herfelf  during  her  performances,  and 
in  two  or  three  days  fhe  left  them  off,  and  was  fully  refiiored  to  a 
due  fenfe  of  her  folly. 

But  to  return  to  the  cafe  of  George  Lukins.  lie  remained  a  con-- 
fiaerable  time  free  from  his  pretended  fits,-  and  followed  his  bufmefs 
as  a  Taylor,  or  fomc  other  employment.  But  the  fame  difpofition  re-  „ 
turning,  his  old  tricks  were  renewed.  i  he  attention  of  moft  peo¬ 
ple  was  again  attra&ed  to  him,  and  many  fcliemes  to  refeue  him  from 
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die  hands  of  the  witches  were  devifcd  and  employed  :  even  pre¬ 
tended  conjurors  were  fought  out  &  applied  to  ;  but  their  dire£lions 
and  exorcilms  were  praftifed  in  vain.  But  fhameful  to  think  of, 
fever al  very  indigent  and  inhim  old  people  were  again  cruelly  cen- 
i'ured  for  bewitching  him.  At  length  he  was  lent  to  bt.  George’s 
Hofpital  in  London,  where  he  remained  many  weeks,  home  ol  the 
faculty  there  dehred  to  be  lent  for  whenever  his  fits  returned  ;  but 
this  never  happened,  after  he  was  duly  admitted  as  a  patient  in 
that  hofpital,  notwithstanding  the  punctuality  with  which  his  fits 
ever  have  returned,  according  to  his  own  prognoflications,  before 
and  fince  his  return  thence.  We  muff  not  fuppoie  that  an  intima¬ 
tion  from  the  nurfe  of  the  beneficial  cffetls,  in  fuch  cafes,  of  the  laced 
waiffcoat  could  operate  lo  powerfully  as  to  drive  the  witches  or 
devils,  whether  he  or  Jhe.fmall  or  great,  out  of  him  ;  but  it  fee  ms  an 
undoubted  fa  61,  that  he  never  had  a  fit  after  he  went  before  the  board 
of  governors  in  that  hofpital.  After  his  return  to  his  brother’s  at  Yat- 
ton,  he  played  off  the  fame  feats.  His  brother  grew  tired  of  him, 
and  Richard  Beacham  of  this  pari  flu  was  deft  red  to  lodge  him. 
He  confulted  me  on  the  occahon.  I  advifed  bodi  him  and  his  wife  to 
take  him  in,  and  gave  k  as  my  opinion,  that  they  would  not  luffer 
the  leak  inconvenience  from  his  lodging  with  them  ;  being  fully 
perfuaded  that  he  would  not  have  any  fits,  if  he  was  not  luffered  to 
lee,  or  be  feen  by.  any  pevfons  at  their  houle,  during  the  times  he  may 
bedefirousof  exhibiting  his  feats.  For  the  fpace  of  feveral  months 
he  flayed  with  them,  and  the  event  jollified  my  opinion.  After  he 
left  R.  Beacham’s  houfe,  a  very  long  interval  elapled  before  he 
again  commenced  his  old  performances,  whichdiappened  in  thecourfe 
of  lafl  year.  He  was  not,  however,  fo  forgetful  ol  his  intereh,  as  not 
to  have  recourfe  to  another  petition.  Ail  his  former  mockeries  or 
performances  were  fometimes  attributed  to  the  power  of  the  devil  ; 
hut  fince  this  lafl  renewal  of  thcm,.after.pretend;ng  to  wound  a  poor 
inoffenfive  old  woman  beeaufe  fhe  bewitched  him,  he  has  now  fullv 
and  generally  attributedall  hisabiurditiesand  abominable  performan¬ 
ces  to  the  invilibleinfluence  of  latan  only.  In  his  performances  the 
commencement  and  duration  of  which  have  always  been  foretold  by 
him,  if  any  well  informed  perlon,  under  pretence  of  holding  him, 
would  not  fuppert  him  feras  to  enable  him  to  play  off  his  i ricks, 
Without  fufieri.ng  him  to  fall  or  injure  himfelf,  he  has  con  flan  tly  left 
off  that  part  of  his  antics,  and  fubllituted  another  in  its  head;  and 
unufual  and  horrible  as  his  tricks  have  been  through  the  whole 
continuanceof  them,  he  has  taken  due  caffe  at  all  times  not  materially 
lo  injure  himfelf  or  any  perfon.  So  that  he  appears  to  h,.ve  been 
poffetfed  with  the  a£l  of  volition,  fully  and  perfe£tlv  at  all  times, 
enjoying  alio  his  powers  of  obfervation,  recollection,  and  reafening, 
as  completely  during  his  abominable  antics  and  horrible  blatpbc- 
mies,  as  at  any  other  time.  I  am  fffrprifed  to  lee  him  represented 
•as  in  a  meagre  and  emaciated  ffate  :  this  is  by  no  means  the  cafe 
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Allowing  for  his  increafe  of  years,  I  have  not  known  him  look  bet¬ 
ter  than  at  the  p relent  time;  arjd  if  walking  betwen  twenty  and 
thirty  miles  in  feven  or  eight  hours  is  not  a  full  proof  of  his  ftrength 
-which  he  has  done  very  lately,  1  wifh  to  know  what  will  or  can  be 
deemed  Inch.  With  equal  truth  is  the  affertion  made,  of  his  keep¬ 
ing  his  eyes  fad  during  his  fits,  for  he  takes  care  frequently  to  peep, 
or  flyly  to  Iquint  at  his  wife  vihtors.'  1  he  late  pious  Mr.  Wake, 
our  vicar,  ioon  looked  upon  his  pretences  with  due  contempt. 
And  I  hope  this  plain  account  of  the  fubjeft  will  prevent  the  honed, 
and  well  meaning  from  being  deceived  by  groundlefs  pretences. 

S.  N. 

Yatton,  June  21,  1788. 


SIR, 

\  T  7HEN  a  man  dands  forth  to  contradiff  faffs  that  have  ben  aB 
V  V  ferted  to  the  Public,  it  is  at  lead  neceffary  that  he  confine 
himfelf  within  rhe  limits  of  truth,.  Folly,  nonfsnfe  and  incotifidency 
we  may  eafiiy  pardon,  as  being  the  natural  effects  of  conflitutional 
infirmity.;  but  if  to  promote  his  caufe  he  calls  in  the  afTillance  of  di¬ 
rect  falfhood,  it  is  a  convincing  evidence  that  truth  alone  is  not  able 
to  fupport  it, 

I  am  led  to  thefe  refleftions  by  a  mod  curious  epidle  in  your  lad 
paper,  figned  S.  N.  the  humane  writer  of  which  endeavours  to  fix 
upon  the  once  unhappy,  but  now  rejoicing  parifhioner  of  Yatton, 
the  digma  of  an  Impoflor.  But  how  weakly,  let  the  flimfv,  the 
frivolous,  the  falfe  allegations  it  contains,  abundantly  tedify.  All 
the  little  dirty,  contemptible  trafh  that  of  courfe  has  arifen  in  fuch  a 
length  of  time  from  fo  extraordinary  an  affair,  has  this  opener  of  the 
eyei  of  the  public  raked  together  in  order  to  invalidate  the  drong 
facts  that  are  before  them.  And  he  begins  his  declamation  with  af- 
furing  the  world,  fas  an  ingenious  hrd  principle  from  which  the  fub* 
lequent  phenomena  originated)  that  the  man  was  at  the  beginning  of 
them  intoxicated  with  liquor. — Marvellous  consideration  !  worthy  no 
doubt  both  of  folving  the  appearances  that  followed,  and  of  totally 
diferediting  the  fufferer.  But  what  will  this  candid,  enlightened,  and. 
enlightening  dictator  fay,  if  in  direct  terms  I  contradift  his  affertion  ? 
if  I  declare  from  the  tedimony  of  a  credible  witnefs  prefent  on  the 
memorable  occafion,  that  none  of  the  young  fellows  were  in  the  leafl 
intoxicated,  and  if  I  confider  this  accufation  as  being  merely  founded 
on  the  circumdance  of  having  performed  their  mummeries  at  the 
mirthful  period  of  Chridmas  ?  One  wilful  falfhood,  fir  is  fufficient 
to  vitiate  a  whole  dory,  as  well  as  the  tedimony  of  the  relator. 

But  admitting  that  Lukins  was,  as  this  writer — facetioufly  elegant 
« — expreffes  it,  greatly  overloaded ,  is  his  inebriation  at  that  moment 
competent  to  account  for  the  violent  fits,  convulfions,  and  paroxifms 
of  nature,  to  which  he  was  for  eighteen  years  and  nineteen  weeks  at 
different  periods  fubjeft  ?  is  it  credible  that  a  youngmanin  a  decent 

trade, 

\  '  \ 


(  *'5  ) 

trade,  of  a  reputable  family,  religioiifly  educated,  of  a  remarkably 
meek  and  fnoffenfive  difpofition,  lhould  without  any  vifible  motive 
whatever,  with  no  profpett  of  gain,  afTume  fuch  d  eadful  appearances, 
the  natural  tendency  of  which  was  to  affright  his  neighbours,  and  har- 
rals  his  affethonate  family  ? — ail  impoftures  are  projected  with  fome 
defign  :  even  Elizabeth,  Canning  may  be  fufpected  to  have  had  an 
interelted  motive,  and  the  purpoie  of  the  Cock  Lane  Ghoft  was  aif- 
covercd  to  have  been  mercenary. —  But  m  tbtscafe, tbemofl  acute  fa^a- 
city  cannot  difeern  any  advantage  that  could  acciue  from  the  affuinp- 
tion:  on  the  contrary,  this  mart,  though  ever  prone  to  induftry,  was 
frequently  difabied  from  profecuttng  his  employment,  and  became 
a  fubjett  of  horror  and  dill  refs,  to  himelf,  to  his  friends,  and  to  his 
fpecies  in  general.  Can  it  be  wondered  at  if  in  thefe  deplorable  cir- 
cumftances  tlie  hand  of  compafiion  was  extended  to  him,  when  his 
hqpelefs  infirmities  forbade  hnn  to  earn  his  own  livelihood,  and 
compelled  him  frequently  to  be  an  unwilling  burthen  upon  his  humble 
family  ?  i  he  emaciated  figure  that  he  was  ufed  to  prefent,  his  pallid 
eye,  and  woeful  countenance  were  fufhcient  indications  in  the  view 
pf  humanity  that  his  miferies  were  fomething  different  from  affump- 
tive  ;  and  as  to  his  walking  in  a  fhort  time  to  and  from  Bnftol  during 
the  intervals  of  his  fits,  that  undertaking  is  very  naturally  attri¬ 
buted  to  his  induftrious  and  grateful  difpofition,  (which  prompted 
him  to  exert  his  ftrength  to  the  tmnoft  in  the  fervice  of  his  family) 
and  his  fpeed  on  the  occafion — for  he  is  but  a  little  light  man — to  his 
apprehenfion,  left  his  fits  fhould  feize  him  on  the  road  ;  as,  notwuh- 
{landing  all  his  precautions,  they  have  frequently  done,  and  he  has 
been  obliged  to  retire  behind  the  next  hedge,  and  there  in  lohtude 
to  go  through  the  whole  feries  of  his  unaccountable  diforder.* 

His  eyes  were  undoubtedly^  in  general,  faff  doled  durig  his  fits  ; 
but  as  he  ufed  to  be  perfedlly  fenfible  at  thofe  times,  it  is  no  very 
wife  proof  of  impofture  that  he  femetimes  opened  them  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  ftrange  company,  on  hearing  a  noife,  & c.  Great  ftrefs  is 
laid  too  by  this  correfpondent  of  your’s  on  his  having  forced  open 
the  patients  hand,  whiift;  it  was  fall  clinched.  On  which  heroic  a£t 
1  fhall  only  obferve;  that  the  ftrongeft  men  in  the  place  have  fre¬ 
quently  in  vain  attempted — even, to  the  hazard  of  Breaking  one  of 
his  fingers-—  to  do  with  all  their  force  what  this  boaflf  ul  perfon  in 
forms  the  public,  he  did  nvith  eafe . 

He  proceeds  to  tell  us  that  the  patient’s  hand,  though  ftrongly 
contrafted  in  the  day  time,  was  during  his  deep  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  perceived  to  be  open.  And  cannot  this  fage  gentleman,  if  he 
really  knows  any  thing  of  the  do&rine  of  the  animal  frame,  eafily 
conceive  the  poffibility,  nay  the  natural  tendency  of  flcep  to  relax 
the  mufcular  exertion  ?  It  is  not  contended  that  the  contra6tion  was 

perpetual : 

*  Kow  confident  !  this  writer  afierts  in  his  fitft  letter  under  the  hgnature  of 
W.  R.  W.  that  at  certain  periods  of  the  fits,  he  is  fo  violent  that  an  afhftant  is 
always  obliged  to  be  at  hand,  to  seitr&in  him  from  eg  mini  ring  fame  injury 
ihimfelf," 
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•perputal  :  on  the  contrary,  it  was  uncertain  both  in  its  periods  and 
duration.  Where  then  is  the  wonder  if-it  occahonally  retired  under 
mitigating  influence  of  {lumber,  and  gradually  returned  with  the 
awakening  flrength  of  the  patient  ?  ^ 

I  am  fick  of  fuch  puerile  infinuation,  and  have  hardly  patience  to 
mention  the  (bones  of  the  two  peifons  who  thought  tbemfelves  be¬ 
witched  after  having  ieen  Lukins.  For  what  is  the  logick  of  thefe 
curious  inftances  ?  i  hefe  perfons  thought  themfelves  bewitched,  and 
affumed  the  appearance  of  diabolical  poffeifion;  therefore  Lukins 
thought  himfelf  bewitched,  and  aflhmed  the  appearance,  &c.  Let 
us  a  j  >  p  1  v  this  ingenious  reafoning  to  a  fuppofed  caie  of  perfons  of 
weak  nerves  going  to  fee  the  undoubted  madmen  in  Bedlam:  they 
come  home  fo  Chocked  at  what  they  have  feen  and  heard,  that  their 
imagination  is  affie&ed,  they  fancy  themfelves  in  the  fituation  of  the 
Bedlamites ,  and  become  for  a  time  frantic;  but  are  reduced  to  reafon 
by  the  falutary  power  of  medicine  :  when  behold  in  fteps  a  (trange 
dogmatical  character,  and  undertakes  to  prove  from  the  temporary 
impreffion  caught  by  the  recovered  parties,  that  the  Bedlamites  them- 
Jelves  are  in  their  fober  lenfes;  and  this  is  his  argument.  1  he  for¬ 
mer  perlons  having  feen  the  Bedlamites  assume  d  the  appearance  of 
rnadnefs:  therefore  the  Bedlamites  only  assume  d  the  appearance  of 
madnefs. —  ifumteneatis ?  If  your  correfpondent  be  a  medical  man, 
I  think  he  fhould  notexpoie  his  practice.  Bleeding,  vomiting,  and 
purging  one  patient  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours,  and  giving  another 
two  furty  emeticks  in  a  fhort  fpace  before  the  expected  return  of  the 
fit,  remind  one  of  the  wftorious  practice  of  Drs ,  Laft  and  San  grade  ; 
the  former  of  whom  having,  as  Foote  fays,  opened  the  front  door, 
and  the  back  door  if  the  enemy  would  not  go  out,  it  was  no  fault  of 
the  doftor. 

S.  N.  oondefeends  to  acknowledge  that  Lukins  was  a  patient  for 
this  diforder  in  St.  Georce’s  Hospital  many  weeks. — He  was  fo 
indeed,  Sir  ;  the  weeks  were  fo  many  that  they  wanted  but  three 
of  half  a  year.  There,  vour  faithful  correfpondent  hrfl  afferts  bold¬ 
ly  that  “  his  fits  never  returned  after  he  was  duly  admitted  as  a  pa¬ 
tient  in  the  hofpiral,”  and  prefently  adds, with  a  degree  of  recolle£live 
diferetion,  “but  it  feems  an  undoubted  fatt  that  he  never  had  a  fit 
after  he  went  before (is  your  correfpondent  an  Irijhman  or  an  Ame¬ 
rican?  )  “  the  Board  of  doverners.”  But  from  bold  unqualified  af- 
fertion,  and  from  feeming  arguments,  let  us  refort  to  plain  truth  : 
and  the  plain  truth  is,  that  Lukins  was  troubled  with  his  fits  through 
the  whole  time,  at  different  intervals,  of  his  refidence  in  the'hofpital ; 
that  he  was  very  defirious  of  being  feen  under  their  iufluence  by  the 
faculty ;  and  that  none  of  them,  the  houfe-furgeon  excepted,  ever  law 
him  in  thofe  fituations.  So  that  S.  N.  has  committed  another  Jmall 
miflake ,  in  faying  that  the  faculty  defired  to  be  fent  for,  whenever 
his  fits  returned. 

But  as  I  have  given  fome  fair  evidencies  of  the  acutenefs,  the  ve¬ 
racity,  and  the  candid  difpofition  of  your  correfpondent,  (who  no  doubt 

v  '  has 
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has  undertaken  this  enquiry  from  the  purell  of  motives,  and  not  From 
any  pique  that  the  pari(h  never  thought  it  worthwhile  to  ajk  his  opinion , 
nor  employ  him  for  the  recovery,)  fa  let  me  give  you  a  ftriking  in- 
iiance  of  his  great  humanity  andh  is  judgement  “  Convinced, 5  ’ 
fays  he,  “  that  all  his  complaints  were  feigned  or  occafoned  by  hypo 
chondrtacijm ,  I  directed  the  people  to  permit  him  to  trample  on  the 
fire,  or  run  into  the  river.”— -Here  Jet  me  offer  a  tribute  of  ap- 
plaufe  to  thofe  rulers  of  the  parilh,  who  from  thefe  fpmptoms  of 
judgment  and  philanthropy  in  the  magnanimous  S.  N.  intruded 
not  this  unhappy  patient  to  the  tender  mercies  of  his  diredlion.  Whe¬ 
ther  Lukins  was  an  importer,  or  labouring  under  the  influence  of  a 
deplorable  hypochondriacifm,  (that  urges  the  fufferers  to  aCts  of 
tnadnefs  and  defperation,  from  which  common  minds  would  be  vi¬ 
gilant  to  reftrain  them)  it  was  equally  proper  that  he  fhould  be 
permitted  to  trample  on  the  fire,  and  run  into  the  river  !  This  in¬ 
deed  outdoes  Drs.  Lajl  and  Sangrado  :  they  only  ufed  mitigations 
of  diforders  ;  this  immortal  genius  would  put  an  immediate  Hop  to  all 
complaints,  by  letting  the  patient  fulfil  his  comical  whims  and  va¬ 
garies,  by  the  exhibition  of  a  due  quantity  of  pure  watery  or  the 
adminiftration  of  the  aftual  cautery.  Fire  and  water  !  Ample  re¬ 
medies,  Sir,  but  concluflve  in  their  operation. 

Thus  have  I  given  you  a  flight  Iketch  of  this  tilfue  of  barbarous  abfur- 
dity  :  in  which,  whether  wanton  malice  and  paltry  fcandalt  or  grofs 
nonjenje  and  wilful  mifreprefentation  predominate,  it  is  difficult  to 
determine. — Having  in  the  courfe  of  his  letter  nearly  exhaufted  his 
invention,  he  Turns  the  whole  of  his  rancour  in  the  affertion  that 
“  the  late  pious  Vicar  foon  looked  upon  Lukin’s  pretences  with 
due  contempt. ”  And  this  concludes  the  catalogue  of  Kalshood  : 
for  I  declare  in  direct  oppofition  to  yoar  correfpondent,  that  Mr. 
W.  to  the  lajl  hour  of  his  life  mojl  tenderly  compajjionated  the  fufferert 
and  ever  lo  effectually  befriended  him,  that  he  very  fenfibly  at  this 
moment,  when  the  affaults  of  unprovoked  malignity  are  fo  cruelly 
directed  againll  him,  feels  and  laments  the  lofs  of  his  revered  be® 
nefaCtor. 

Let  me  therefore  advife  S.  N.  whofoever  he  be,  ere  he  again  ex¬ 
hibit  himfelf  to  the  public,  to  rife  fuperior  to  the  little  vulgar  tales, 
and  filly  anecdotes  in  a  village,  to  diltruft  in  fome  meafure  his  own 
v&fl:  fagacity  and  importance,  and  to  provide  himfelf  with  a  fmall 
modicum  of  two  articles  that  he  feems  very  much  to  want  at  preient* 

COMMON  SENSE,  and  COMMON  HUMANITY. 

JUSTITr^E  VINDEX. 

P.  S.  July  i. — I  am  forry  to  congratulate  S.  N.  on  the  fuccefs  of 
his  malignant  inflnuations :  the  poor  creature  who  is  the  objeCt  of 
them  having,  though  he  continues  perfectly  free  from  the  fts,  been  har- 
raffed  by  the  outcry  raifed  agalnll  him  into  a  grievous  bodily  diforder. 
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‘  To  the  P  R  I  N  T  E  R. 

.  £  X  R, 

•  A  Vindication  of  George  Lukins  having  been  publifhed  in  the 
jTjL  Briftol  Gazette,  by  an  anonymous  Writer,  under  the  profti- 
tuted  fignature  of  JuJlitiat  Vindex,  I  muft  requeil  that  in  your  next 
you  wiii  infert  this. 

If  fcurnliry,  and  a  total  difregard  to  truth,  can  deferve  attention, 
then  no  writer  ever  had  a  Wronger  claim  to  general  notice  and  credit, 
than  that  infignificant  declaimer.  His  motly  witticifms  are  beneath 
my  notice.  And  his  Vindication  does  not  prove  a  Angle  circum- 
ilance,  tending  to  im'alidate  my  narrative,  pub.ifhed  in  the  Briftol 
Gazette  the  preceding  week.  That  George  Lukins  and  his  Compa¬ 
nions  were  intoxicated  at  Mr.’  Love’s  ;  and  that  in  confequence  of 
his  ebriety  only,  he  fell  down  at  the  door,  I  am  allured  by  feveral 
people  of  good  charadier,  who  were  prefent. 

This  circumftance  was  mentioned  to  prove  the  falfehood  of  the 
pretence,  **  that  he  Teemed  at  the  moment  of  the  fall,  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  blow,  from  the  hand  of  fome  perfon,  who  as  he  thought, 
was  allowed  thus  to  punifh  him,  for  adting  a  part  in  the  play.”  In 
my  narrative,  I  have  noticed  feveral  other  ftories  he  has  told,  to  ac¬ 
count  for  his  unufual  trie' s.  It  is  well  known,- that  George  Lukins 
frequently  walked  to  Briftol,  *  at  times,  when,  if  he  had  remained 
at  home,  his  fits  would  have  keen  expedted  ;  and  that  he  returned 
in  a  few  hours  with  pitchers  of  Barm,  Szc.  without  the  lead  accident. 
His  fits  furelv  mud  have  been  of  a  curious  kind;  and  the  Dtemoni 
whidh  po/Telfed  him,  very  obliging  then,  and  on  various  other  occa- 
fhins*  W.  R.  W.  pofitively  aflerted,  “  that  during  the  influence 
of  his  paroxifms,  his  eyes  were  fad  clofed  j”  but  Vindex  admits, 
“  that  being  fenfible  at  tho(e  times,  he  lometimes  opened  them,  at 
the  entrance  of  firange  company.”  With  how  good  grace  this  is 
admitted  1 

What  this  honed  writer  reprefents  me  to  have  faid  concerning 
Lukins'' s  hand'  is  fo  falfe,  that  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  intelligent 
reader  to  rny  narrative  j  and  he  will,  I  am  convinced,  be  furpriied 
at  his  confidence.  He  fays,  “  it  is  not  contended,  that  the  con¬ 
traction  was  perpetual  On  the  contrary,  it  was  uncertain,  both  in 
its  periods  and  duration.”  This  is  gallantly  faid  by  the  demure 
Vindex  !  When  I  replied  ro  W.  R.  W.  my  only  with  was  to  p<e- 
vent  a  deception,  without  expofing  the  iniquity  of  the' man  (who 
has  much  difturbed  the  neighbourhood, )  i'n  a  greater  degree,  than 
would  be  fufficient,  to  guard  again  ft  fimdar  impoftors  in  future.- — 
Lukins,  during  the  {pace  of  feveral  weeks,  continually  kept  up  the 
appearance  of  a  firong  contraction,  in  a!!  the  fingers  of  one  hand,  be¬ 
fore  1  put  them  out  flrait  upon  a  hand-board  :  Soon  after  which,  he 

pretended 

*  Tfcs  df.ftancs  from  Yatton  to  Briftol  is  about  13  miles,- 
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prstended  his  thumb  was  contracted,  and  obflinately  kept  it  clofe 
to  the  palm  of  his  hand,  a  long  while,  till  the  nail  was  grown  fo 
long,  as  with  its  corner,  to  make  a  deep  impreflion  in  the  fkin  of  his 
hand.  This  really  was  the  cate  before  1  defined  Mr.  P.  when  he 
was  deeping  to  obferve  the  pcfition  of  his  thumb. 

The  reafon  of  my  dire&ion  to  Mr.  P.  mud  be  evident  to  every  rea¬ 
der  ;  but  how  exultingly  does  the  fapient  Vindex  deteCl  rny  weak- 
nefs  ;  and  difcover  the  caufe  of  relaxation  during  reft?  If  this  Goli- 
ah,  this  mighty  man  of  Gath,  be  not  impofed  upon  by  others,  nor 
loft  to  all  compun&ions  of  confcience,  well  may  he  be  fick  of  the 
caufe  he  has  determined  to  vindicate.  The  account  I  gave  of  George 
Lukins ,  during  his  ftay  in  St.  George’s  Hofpital,  was  fent  down 
with  him  from  London  ;  and  it  was  very  lately  repeated  to  me, 
by  a  gentleman  of  this  Parifh.  If  Lukins  was  pofleffed  by  De¬ 
vils,  with  what  degree  of  propriety  could  he  be  left  at  home  by 
his  relations,  with  children  only?  This  they  have  done  at -the 
fame  time  of  the  day,  that  his  fits  conflantly  had  been  exhibited. 
He  was  then  vifited  by  four  perfon3  of  refpeClability,  who  were 
told  by  him,—' '•  that  the  fit  had  altered  its  courfe  and  would  not 
return  that  night;  but  that  on  the  morrow  and  afterwards  it  would 
return,  at  the  ufual  hours.”  It  may  be  replied,  “  he  could  not 
have  his  fit,  becaufe  there  was  no  one  at  home  to  hold  him  but 
this  flimfy  excufe  will  not  fatisfy  the  public  ;  though  it  has  founded 
well  in  the  ears  of  weak  people.  When  Lukins  has  been  advifed 
to  go  to  church,  the  mention  of  church  has  thrown  him  into  horri¬ 
ble  expreffions  and  blafphemy  :  but  when  he  expected  to  receive 
two  guineas  from  the  Overfeers,  to  enable  him  to  go  to  Briftol,  to 
be  exorcifed,  he  found  no  difficulty  in  attending  a  Vellry  in 
church.  This  year,  at  the  annual  commemoration  of  Congrefbury 
Club,  Lukins  went  thither,  and  being  difcovered  by  a  neighbour, 
and  dcfired  to  go  out  of  the  church,  1  e it  he  fnojld  difturb  the  con¬ 
gregation,  he  replied,  “  he  would  flay  if  he  could,”  then  gaped 
and  diftorted  his  face;  but  he  remained  there  till  the  fervice  was 
ended.  How  very  kind  the  Daemons  were  thus  to  gratify  his  cu¬ 
rl  oli  tv  ;  but  probably  tbpy  themfelves  love  mafic  ! 

The  very  important  Vindex  infinuates  that  the  Rulers  of  our 
Parifh  have  not  intruded  this  unhappy  patient  to  the  tender  mer¬ 
cies  of  my  direction.”  This  his  inlinuation  is  equally  true,  as 
ev*ry  pofition  he  has  advanced,  in  contradidion  torn/  narrative, — 
Soon  after  I  fettled  at  Yatton,  the  Parifh  officers  employed  me  for 
him.  He  has  at  different  times  been  under  my  care  ;  and  on  the 
eleventh  of  laft  January,  \  was  the  laft  time  employed  by  the  Over¬ 
feers  for  him  ;  but  I  quickly  gave  his  cTe  up,  as  unworthy  my  no¬ 
tice.  Here  I  mull  beg  leave  to  mention  that,  fome  time  after  the 
fecond  return  of  his  antics,  he  accidentally  fell  and  broke  both  bones 
of  one  of  his  legs, 
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When  I  had  reduced  the  fra&ure,  I  told  him  his  cafe  did  wholly 
depend  upon  himfelf ;  and  that  if  he  did  not  keep  off  his  fits,  many 
difagreeable  confequences  were  to  be  apprehended,  which  I  was 
careful  fully  to  point  out  to  him. 

He  feemed  greatly  hurt ;  faid  he  would  do  the  belt  he  could  ;  and 
X  did  not  hear  that  he  had  any  fit  during  his  confinement,  nor  did  ?, 
at  that  time  give  him  any  medicines  to  prevent  them.  —  >  -He 
was  able  to  walk  with  the  affiftance  of  a  ftick,  in  fix  or  feven  weeks 
at  mod  ;  and  the  fhape  of  that' leg  demonftratively  proves  the  good 
confequences  of  my  admonitions.  Soon  after  he  recovered  the  ufe 
of  his  leg,  his  complaints  were  renewed,  which  he  continued  a  long 
while.  Lukins' $  brother  was  a  very  worthy  man.  His  fifter-in-law 
and  their  relations  I  feel  great  refpedt  for  :  and  nothing  could  in¬ 
duce  me  defiignedly  to  give  them  juft  caufe  of  offence.  To  guard 
the  public  againft  the  long  fince  exploded  tricks  of  Jefuits  and  Popifh 
Priefts,  I  found  myfelf  obliged  to  write  a  reply  to  W.  R.  W.  This 
i  ndeed  I  was  called  upon  to  do,  by  many  refpedlable  characters  of 
this  parifh,  in  its  vicinity,  and  in  Briftol.  Living  in  the  parifh  of 
Vatton,  the  affixing  the  name  of  Samuel  Norman  to  this,  can  be  of  no 
real  importance,  as  it  is  prefumed  the  writer  would  be  well  known 
without  it ;  for  which  reafon  I  fhall,  as  at  the  bottom  of  my  laft,  fign 
the  initials  only.  Happy  fhould  I  be,  could  I  flatter  myfelf  that, 
the  illiberal  manner  in  which  JuJliti#  Vindex  has  treated  me,  in  his 
pretended  vindication  of  G.  Lukins,  had  been  occafioned  by  the 
fraudulent  deception  of  fome  fly  malignant  knave.  A  more  con¬ 
temptible  vindication  could  not  have  been  conceived.  The  defence 
of  a  bad  caufe  muft  ever  be  mod  vulnerating.  The  Cbolertc  Vindex 
has  indeed  attempted  tofupply  his  want  of  honefty,  by  far  fetched 
arguments,  heavy  deductions,  low  wit,  and  unmanly  abufe.  Who 
is  that  fcribbler  ?  Is  he  fome  Knight  of  the  Poll,  or  fome  Enthufi- 
aftic  Hireling  ?  A  poor  thing,  who,  proud  of  his  own  importance, 
and  profound  learning,  inflead  of  truth  or  argument,  thus  infolently 
publishes  the  bafeft,  the  meaneft  bombaft  only?  Could  the  anony* 
mous  Vindex  be  dragged  out  of  his  den,  how  fine  a  figure  he  would 
cut  1  But  hid  in  impenetrable  darknefs,  like  a  Coward  and  bafe 
Imp,  he  vainly  levels  his  envenomed  (hafts  at  me. 

Poor  filly  Vindex ,  how  I  pity  him  !  The  poor  thing  is  an  objeft  too 
ridiculous  to  excite  my  contempt.— Hudibras  fays,  ,*•  \  '  •  4 

<c  Your  Pettifoggers  damn  their  fouls. 

To  fhare  with  Knaves  in  cheating  Fools.’* 

But  the  immaculate  Vindex  is,  no  doubt,  too  difinterefted  to  par¬ 
take  with  Lukins ,  of  the  PIOUSLY  earned  emoluments  of  his 
trade.  With  my  whole  foul  t  abhor  a  hypocrite.  I  would  rather  fink 
in  the  defence  of  juftice  and  of  truth,  than  live  in  the  greateft  luxury 
and  fplendor,  by  means  of  fcohiftry.  i. .  ,  »  . 

I  muft 
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I  muft  intreat  Vindex  to  recoiled,  that  konejty'is  preferable  to  falfe 
pride  5  and  that  profound  learning  in  a  bad  man,  generally  tends, 
10  render  him  more  confummately  contemptible • 

Tatton ,  ‘July  4,  1788.  S.  N. 


To  Mr.  W.  R.  W.  of  Wrington. 


FORGIVE  me.  Sir,  if  I  exp  refs  my  furprife  at  being  informed 
that  the  author  of  the  narrative,  with  the  above  fignature,  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  late  Bath  and  Briftol  papers  was  a  WAKE;  nor  do  I 
believe,  that  it  has  been  a  n  atter  of  lefs  aftonifhment  to  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  thofe  who  know  you.  Though  1  nave  a  fincere  triendfhip 
for  you,  yet  I  think  it  a  piece  of  juftice  you  richly  deferve,  thus 
publicly  to  tell  you,  that  your  publifhing  the  narrative  above  re¬ 
ferred  to,  is  a  difgrace  to  your  underftanding ,  and  that  it  has  had 
a  tendency  to  difhonour  the  community,  of  which  you  are  a  teacher , 
and  ought  to  be  a  defender  - 

In  lupport  of  this  aflertion,  I  oblerve,  although  you  have  not 
laid,  that  the  extraordinary  circumftances  there  mentioned,  were 
occafioned  by1  the  immediate  influence  of  fupernatural  agency;  yet 
by  the  countenance  you  have  given  to  a  late  Farce,  by  your  intro¬ 
ducing  the  affair  to  the  notice  of  the  public  as  preparatory  to  it,  by 
your  afferting,  that  his  diftrefling  fltuation  precluded  the  fufpicion 
ofimpofture;  you  have  (like  the  reverend  Gentleman  in  the  cele¬ 
brated  Farce  of  the  Cock- Lane  Ghofl)  acted  as  midwife  to  what 
may  now  be  called  the  Temple  Church  Devils.  Had  you,  before 
you  fent  your  narrative  to  the  prefs,  taken  the  trouble  to  pr»cure 
the  mod  recent  and  authentic  information,  1  believe  you  would  nGt 
have  fuffered  tt  to  have  been  printed. 

You  would  then  have  found  many  reafons  to  conclude,  that  if 
there  was  not  a  very  great  probability,  there  was  at  lead  a  pofiibi- 
lity  of  its  being  in  part,  if  not  wholly,  an  impofture, —  What  thofe 
reafons  are,  it  is  not  my  intention  at  prefent  to  date  to  you*  5  he 
mod  proper  place  for  enquiries  of  this  fort,  is  of  the  perfons  in 
whofe  neighbourhood  he  has  fo  long  pradlifed  hvs  feats;  and  to 
thofe  I  refer  you  ;  and  (hall  only  fay  that  many  of  thofe  who  former¬ 
ly  pitied  him,  believing  it  to  be  a  fupernatural  afflidlioti,  are  no-v  fo 
far  from  continuing  in  that  opinion,  that  they  believe  it  to  be  in  a 
great  meafure  owing  to  himfelf,  and  his  giving  way  to  a  nervous,  or 
fome  other  diforder. 

% 

That  it  is  a  diflionor  to  the  community,  of  which  you  ought  to  be 
a  defender,  needs  not  great  ingenuity  to  point  out :  for  if  the  Al¬ 
mighty  does  not  willingly  afflict,  nor  chaftile  the  children  of  men, 
it  is  certainly  a  diibonor  to  any  church  for  its  Miniiters  to  counte¬ 
nance  an  idea,  that  he  permits  pretended  witches  or  daemons,  to 
torment  them  at  their  pleafure. 

But  the  cure  it  feeias  is  now  performed  :  and  I  ana  perfuaded  that 
.  you 


\ 
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you  ymirfelf  will  rot  think  it  to  the  honor  of  the  Church,  when  t 
fay,  that  the  apoftolic  Agents,  the  Almighty  is  faid  to  have  em- 
p'oyed  on  this  wonderful  occafion  are,  a  Clergyman  educated  at  a 
Metbodift  Seminary,  and  Six  other  perfons  in  connexion  with  J, 
Weftley  ;  one  of  which  on  a  friend  of  mine  afking  why  Seven  Cler¬ 
gymen  were  not  employed  in  the  bufinefs,  made  anlwer,  that  Seven 
faithful  Minifers  was  the  exprejjjon  the  difeafed  man  had  made  ;  and 

that  he  fcarcely  thought  there  was  one,  (Mr.  E-  . . -  excepted) 

and  much  lefs  Six  more,  faithful  Clergymen  to  be  found  in  Briftol ; 
and  that,  cho’  the  other  Six  perfons  were  not  ordained  by  a  Bifhop, 
yet  they  were  ordained  by  God,  and  had  jpany  witneftes  or  proofs 
©f  it  in  Briftol. 

Thefe  are  the  people,  for  whom  SILLY  WOMEN  and  WEAK- 
MINDED  and  UNINFORMED  MEN  leave  the  Chprch,  and  new 
run  after  as  Apoilles. 

Thefe  are  the  peop’e  who,  to  ufe  the  expreftion  of  one  of  their 
followers,  have  new  performed  the  frjl  miracle  iince  the  time  of  our 
Saviour : 

And  thefe  are  the  people,  whom',  in  this  pious  fraud  you  counte¬ 
nance  and  fupport. 

ANTIFANATIC.* 

Briftol,  July  9,  1788. 

To  the  PRINTS  R. 


S  I  R, 

rT^HE  original  publication  of  Lukin  s  narrative,  is  by  a  writer  in 
JL  your  !aft  paper,  faid  to  be  a  difgrace  to  the  underftanding  of  the 
Gentleman  from  whom  it  proceeded,  and  to  have  a  tendency  to 
difhonou r  the  community.  If  this  were  the  cafe,  I  Ihould  not  en¬ 
deavour  to  intercept  from  that  Gentleman  any  chaftifemeot  that 
might  be  beftowed  upon  him  ;  but  fhould  leave  him  to  the  benefit  of 
his  own  proteftion.  But  neither  the  publication  of  the  narrative, 
nor  the  circumftances  that  followed  it,  authorize  any  unfavourable 
conftrudlion  of  his  condudh  Thecaufes  of  cenfure  alledged  by  your 
correfpondent,  are  the  publication  of  the  narrative  immediately  pre¬ 
cedent,  and  apparently  preparative  to  the  performance  in  Temple 
Church;  the  alTertion  that  Lukins' s  diftrefted  fituadon  precluded  the 
fufpickn  of  impofture;  the  omifiion  to  procure  recent  and  authentic 
information  ;  and  the  confequences  that  have  enfued  from  the  whole 
affair,  fanatical  afiumption,  and  popular  delufion. 

As  to  the  firft  cenfure,  I  am  authorized  to  declare  that  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  narrative  as  it  appeared  firft  in  the  Bath  Chronicle,  took 
place  without  any  knowledge,  or  even  fufpicion  of  the  writer,  that 

Lukins 


*  This  firft  letter  figned  Antifanatic,  was  at  that  time  written  by  an  un¬ 
known  hand. 


(  23  ) 

Lukins  wa3  about  to  be  removed  from  Yatton;  much  Jefs  that  the 
Methodijls  intended  to  perform  their  exorcifms  upon  him.  if  the 
writer  had  poffeffea  fuch  information  or  intention,  one  of  the  Brifol 
papers  would  have  been  the  proper  vehicle  for  exciting  the  public 
notice,  as  the  fcene  of  adion  was  to  be  in  that  city.  But  on 
the  contrary,  the  narrative  was  fent  to  the  Bath  printer  near  a 
fortnight  before  it  appeared  ;  two  intermediate  Chronicles  were 
publiihed  without  it  and  an  apology  was  made  by  the  printer  for  the 
omiffion.  So  that  as  it  appears  from  a  paragraph  in  the  lad  Bath 
Chronicle ,  the  author  of  the  narrative  forefaw  none  of  the  confequen- 
ces  that  followed  the  iniertion  ;  but  propofed  it  to  the  public  at 
large,  as  a  cafe  apparently  curious  and  remarkable. 

That  the  circumitances  of  Lukins’s  cafe  amply  precluded  the  fuf- 
picion  of  impoiture,  is  dill  very  certain.  The  writer  of  the  narra¬ 
tive  has  palled  much  of  his  time  in  and  near  the  place,  and  is  well 
acquainted  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  fo  that  he  had  fufHcient  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  colled  the  mojl  recent  and  authentic  information.  And  from 
that  he  declares,  that  Lukins’ s  cafe  altogether  precluded  the  fufpi* 
cion  of  impodure* 

As  to  the  confequertces  that  have  enfued  from  the  affair,  all  par¬ 
ties,  I  think  mull  be  forry  for  them,  the  recovery  excepted  ;  though 
it  mull  be  remarked,  that  whether  the  narrative  had  appeared  or 
not,  the  proceedings  at  Temple  Church  would  have  taken  place, 
and  been  trumpeted  forth  by  thcfe  concerned,  with  the  fame  fana¬ 
tical  exultation. 

The  narrative,  therefore,  and  its  writer,  are  wholly  indepen¬ 
dent  and  diftind  from  the  perfons  and  circumftances  that  have  hnee 
connected  themfelves  with  the  fubjed,  the  letter  having  by  mere 
accident  appeared  juft  before  the  farce  was  exhibited  in  Temple 
Church  ;  and  the  author  being  totally  unconcerned  with  all  the 
performers,  and  their  proceedings. 

Redland,  July  13.  AMICUS. 

To  the  P  R  I  N  r  E  R. 

S  I  R, 

THE  writer  in  a  late  paper,  who  has  taken  the  trouble  of  pa'fs- 
ing  a  few  remarks  on  my  addrefs  to  W.  R.  W*  if  really  rhat 
man  ofcandour  he  pretends  to  be,  is  certainly  deceived  in  the  per- 
fon  he  attempts  to  defend.  Had  Mr.  W.’s  condud  been  defetif- 
ble  on  the  honorable  grounds  o**  candor  and  truth,  I  Hiould  have 
been  the  lad  to  have  pointed  out  its  abfurdity  or  evil  tendency. 
But  truth,  generofty,  common  honedy,  and  even  policy,  h  ive  been 
equally  grangers  to  the  part  Mr.  W.  has  taken  in  this  praife-worthy 
bufmefs  ;  a  bufinefs,  the  confluence  of  which,  Amicus  himfelf 
acknowledges,  “  all  parties  mud  be  forry  for,”  and  which  has  been 

trumpeted 

L 
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**  trumpeted  forth  by  thofe  concerned  with  fanatical  exultations. iP 

In  anfwer  to  what  he  calls  my  firft  cenfure,  he  fays,  “  I  am  au- 
thorifed  to  declare,  that  the  publication  of  the  narrative,  as  it  ap- 
*•  peared  in  the  Bath  Chronicle,  took  place  without  any  knowledge 
“  or  even  fufpicion  of  the  writer,  that  Lukins  was  about  to  be 
removed  from  Taiton\  much  lefs  that  Metbodifs  intended  to 
**  perform  their  exorcibns  upon  him.” 

Your  correfpondent  does  not  here  venture  to  deny  that  his  friend 
had  an  idea  of  a  future  exorcifm  ;  but  ha9  evidently  avoided  it  by 
laying  the  ftrefs  on  the  removal  from  Tatton ,  and  the  Methodfs 
performing  it.  This  defpicable  evafion  would  not  have  been  ne- 
ceffary,  nor  is  it  probable  it  would  have  been  reforted  to,  but 
with  an  intention  to  fcreen  Mr,  W.  and  nrf-lead  the  public  :  for 
the  truth  is,  that  Lukins  vuhen  perjcnating  the  great  Devilt  had  fre¬ 
quently  for  a  confiderable  time  previoully  to  the  appearing  of  the 
narrative,  declared  that  feven  clergymen  by  praying  with  him  could 
cure  him. 

That  Mr.  W.  has  lived  at  Yatton  within  thefe  few  years,  and 
that  he  h&s  paflcd  much  of  his  time  fince,  fufBc»en:ly  near  that 
place,  to  have  procured  more  recent  information  is  readily  granted, 
to  the  manifeil  difgrace  of  his  underftarding  and  prudence.  It 
feema  to  be  the  principal  aim  of  his  defender,  (or  as  1  am  inclined 
to  think  of  himfelf,  under  the  fignature  of  Amicus)  to  make  it  ap¬ 
pear  that  he  has  had  no  connection  vuhatevery  with  any  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  that  have  followed  his  narrative,  or  with  any  of  the  per¬ 
formers  :  fome  afTercions  to  the  fame  effedt  have  alfo  appeared  in 
the  Bath  Chronicle  ;  inferred,  no  doubt  by  his  authority;  How 
thefe  affertions  can  be  maoe  to  agree  with  his  having  a  few  days 
after  Lukins  nxas  exo^cifed ,  openly  defended  him  in  the  company  of  a 
gentleman,  a  profeflor  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  fome  other 
gentlemen  in  this  city,  at  Mr.  Eafterbrock’’ s  houfe  ;  or  how  he  ima¬ 
gines  the  above  declaration  fhould  be  attended  to  or  believed  by 
the  public,  while  he  fhamelefsly  receives  and  returns  vifis  even jrom 
ihe  exorcijls  them/ elves  ;  exceeds  the  limits  of  my  imaginatin  to  con¬ 
ceive.  Yet  how  much  more  will  the  public  be  aftonifhed  when  I 
tell  them,  on  the  authority  of  a  declaration  of  the  leader  of  the  exor- 
citis,  that  this  fame  W.  R.  \V<  of  Wiington,  is  in  all  probability 
the  writer  of  thofe  vile  and  abujive  letters,  iign’d  fuflitiac  Vindex ; 
letters  fo  generally  and  juftly  execrated ,  that  they  only,  want  the 
addition  of  the  author’s  name,  to  render  him  eternally  infamous . 

After  this  delufive  conduct  to  ail  parties  ;  after  thus  publicly  de- 
ferting  and  denying  any  concern  with  his  nevu-made  acquaintance  in 
different  papers  ;  at  the  fame  time  fupporting  them  under  cover  of 
an  anonymous  fignature  in  another  ;  and  carrying  on  an  intimate  and 
petfonal  conefponder.ee  with  them  at  the  place  of  his  abode  ;  after 
thus  abufing  the  public  by  taking  both  Tides  of  a  queiUon  in  order  ta 

deceive 
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£:*ceive  and  fnrie  a  ridiculous  abfurdity  upotf  them,1  which  he  13 
steamed  to  fupport  openlv  :  after  fuch  condudf,  is  it  poffible  that 
guy  perfon  unlds  dellitute  of  thofe  feelings  and  fentiments  that  dig¬ 
nify  man  ;  can  appear  before  the  one  without  inamfeft  confujion  and 
retnorfe  ;  or  meet  the  other  without  a  confcious  blufo  of  guilt  upon  his 
Countenance. 

Wht  n  the  reader  views  the  duplicity  of  this  condirft,  and  conliders 
how  contrary  it  is  to  what  he  has  a  right  to  expedt  trom  lo  Tacred  a 
character  as  than:  cf  a  clergyman,  1  believe  he  will  not  think  that  I 
uk'd  too  Hrong  an  exprefiion  when  I  told  him,  that  he  had  dif graced 
his  underjlanding  and  dishonoured  bit  profcjfion. 

ANTI-FANATIC. 

Hotwells,  July  2i,  iy&S. 

To  the  PRINTER. 

SIR, 

^XTiTHOUT  defeending  to:  rhiferabte  aFufe^  like  Antj-Fana- 

V  V  tic,  which  ever  argues  a  confcious  weaknefs  of  the  caufe, 

I  ffrall  extract  the  marrovV  of  his  furious  epiftle,  and  reply  to  that 
orily . 

My  Friend1  had  noidea  of  a  future  exorcifm  by  Methbdijls,  or  others, 
although  he  had  often  heard  Lukins  exorefs  his  opinion  that  only  the 
afiiRance  of  feven  clergymen  coul-d  give  him  relief  ;  but  knew  not, 
when  puhiifhed  the  cafe,  that  there  was  a  by  intention  of  making 
the  experiment. 

That  he  defended  Lukids  in  the  pretence  of  the  ProfefTor  from  the 
charge  of  impolture  is  amply  acknowledged  ;  and  that  the  faid  Pro* 
»eff  r  admitted  his  arguments  to  amount  to  conviction ,  is  alfo certain  : 
bat  that  he  receives  and  returns  vifits  from  the  exorcifts  themfelves, 
is  an  abfolute  fat  (hood  and  that  he  is  thewriter  of  the  letters  figned 
' JuJhtice  V index,  (though  1  think  if  he  were  he  need  not  be  afhamed 
of  them)  1  defy  Anti-Fanatic  to  produce  any  authority  for  :  as 
to  the  vulgar  tittle-tattle  of  S.  N.  it  is  too  contemptible  for 
notice,  and  disgraced  your  very  refpedlable  paper. 

I  am  Sir, 

✓ 

Your  humble  Servant, 

.  s  '  AMICUS, 

Redlancf,  July  29V 

% 

*  How  cuficus  this  fubcerfuge ! 

He  denies  u  that  he  receives  and  returns  vifits  from  the  exorcifts,”  though  he 
admits  “that  he  defended  Lukins”  at  Mr.  Eastep.brook’s  houfe,  and  it  is 
proved  in  my  letter  of  July  22,  (page  30,)  that  Meffrs,  Hunt  and  Weilcoat  had 
Vifited  him  at  his  own  house  at  Wrineton  ! 

D  '  To 
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To  the  P  R  I  N  T  E  R, 

S  I  R, 

rpo  the  hurlothrumbo  declamation  of  the  magnanimous  d.  /’■?. 

JL  inferted  in  F.  Farley's*  laft  journal  it  is  really  difficult  for  me  tp 
.frame  an  adequate  reply.  Not  that  the  argumentative  and  fenlible 
part  of  it  would  require  any  great  compals  of  underhanding  fully 
to  refute:,  that,  like  the  Iliad ,  might  iepofe  itlielf  in  a  nulfhelL 
But  to  the' tropes,  the  figures,  the  metaphors,  the  fuhlimities  that 
occur  throughout,  it  is  not  for  an  ordinary  mortal  to  attempt  a  repli¬ 
cation.  £•  proteft,  Sir,  the  magnitude  of  his  ideas,  with  the  eleva¬ 
ted  pomp  of  ftyle  in  which  they  arc  arrayed,  absolutely  confounds 
and  furpriles  me. 

Let  me  then  recover  awhile  from  the  blaze  of  eloquence  with 
which  this  tranlcendent  writer  has  dazzled' my  mind,  ere  I  prelumc 
to  collect  any  materials  that  may  repel  the  effulgent  (la fhes  of  his 
wit.  His  page,  like  Mr.  Gibbon's ,  is  io  luminous  that — pardon  the 
comparifon— he  is  dark  <with  excejs  of  light  ;  and  loaring  into5 
regions  far  beyond  my  capacity  to  contemplate  him,  leaves  me  at 
humble  di fiance,  rapt  in  mute  extacy  and  adoration. 

Can  it  then  be  expended  Sir,  that  a  genius,  thus  riling  upon  eagle’s 
wings,  fhould  (loop  either  to  the  wretched  talk  of  confirming  disown 
affections,  oreven  pinning  his afpiring  intellect  down  to  plain  fadl  and 
grovelling  truth?  No,  Sir,  it  cannot:  I  therefore  releafe  this  fublime 
writer  from  any  fuck  paltry  obligation.  1 1  lhall  reft  upon  his  own 
omnipotent  ipft  dixit , — for  he  has  adduced  no  proof  but  hear-fay — 
that  Lukins  was  intoxicated  at  the  beginning  of  his  fits  ;  and  we  will 
not  prefume  to  enquire — far  be  it  from  us,  Sir — -of  what  poflible 
advantage  this  conceflion  can  piove,  towards  accounting  for  the 
maladies  that  near  i8  years  and  a  half  aftli&ed  him. 

We  muftalfo  yield,  as  in  duty  bound,  that  Lukins,  in  the  inter¬ 
vals  of  his  fits,  frequently  walked  to  and  from  Briftol ,  without 
the  leafl  accident ;  and  becaufe  he  luckily  got  home  fafe  without 
breaking  his  neck,  we  mu  ft  admit  that  he  never  had  fits  by  the  way. 
But,  in  my  humble  underftanding,  thofe  fits  afforded  no  caufe  .of 
fufpicion  which  equally  attacked  the  fufferer,  whether  at  home  or 
on  the  road.  And  perceive  you,  gentle  reader,  any  inconfiftency  in 
faying  that  his  eyes  were  faft  clofed  during  the  paroxyfms,.  and  yet 
that  being  fenfibie  of  what  palled,  he  lometimes  opened  them  on 
hearing  a  noife,  <&c.  ?  W  hen  fhall  I  prevail  on  this  gentleman  to 
defeend  to  plain  common  fenle  ?  A  natural  philofopher  deferibing 
the effe£ls q  ieep,  very  innocently  fays,-—  During  its  influence,  the 
eyes  are  fait  clofed,  but  an  uncommon  noife  will  awaken  the  fteeper, 
and  occafion  him  to  open  them— u  Oho,”  quoth  a  merry  fellow  ever 
on  the  watch  to  entrap  this  poor  devil  of  a  teacher,  “here  I  have 
caught  you.  Juft  now,  you  poiitively  afferted  that  the  eyes  during 
deep  were  faft  clofed  j  and  now  you  pretend  to  lay  that  when  a 
node  is  beard*  they  will  open.  What  a  fool  of  a  philofopher !” 


If 
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If  f  could  comprehend  the  exact  meaning  of  this  writer,  it  might 
be  in  my  power  to  give  him  a  proper  anfwer.  But  he  eludes  my 
penetration.  He  fays  that  “Lukins  much  difturbed  the  neighbour- 
nood  in  a  greater  degree  than  would  be  fufficienl  to  guard  againft 
frmiiiar  impoftures  in  future.”  If  you,  Mr.  Printer,  can  even  guefs 
at  the  meaning  of  this  fentenceyou  are  a  much  wifer  man  than  I  arm 
But  perhaps  you  have  a  glimple  of  what  he  would  be  at  when  he 
declaies  in  nervods  language,  that  4*  the  detence  of  a  bad  caufe  muft 
ever  be  moft  vulner&ting .”  I  wifh  for  his  own  credit,  he  had  not 
left  himfelf.io  vulnerable.  Truth  and  argument  it  were  unreafonable 
to  require  of  him:  but  lurely  I  have  a  right  to  expedl  common  fenfe 
and  intelligible  language. 

To  the  former  I  cannot  refer  his  reafoning  on  the  contra&ion  of 
of  Lukins'  thumb.  He  allows  that  it  was  44ftrongly  contrafled,  and 
that  the  nail  grew  fo  long  as  to  make  “a  deep  impreffion”  in  the 
fkin  of  Lukins'  hand.  Shall  I  remind  So  N.  of  the  a£lual  circum- 
ftances  attending  this  deep  imptejjion  ;  that  Lukins’  thumb  became  fo 
firmly  fixed  into  the  Palm  of  his  hand,  as  to  generate  corruption, 
which  gbfolutely  rendered  him  offen five.  Is  here  any  fign  of  im- 
pofture  ?  to  be  difabled  from  working  at  his  trade?  in  following 
which  S.  N.  himfelf  cannot  deny  him  the  praifeof  induftry,  any 
more  than  he  can  tarnifh  the  excellent  and  fpotlefs  charafler  he 
has  ever  maintained! 

S.  AT.  learnedly  but  fomewhat  inaccuratelv  alleges  that  T  have 
difcoveied  the  caufe  of  relaxation  during  reft.  If  i  had,  I  fhould 
look  upon  hayfelf  as  approximating  very  faft  to  the  excellence  of 
S.  A.  himfelf.  Sut  let  me  confine  his  eccentricity  to  the  real 
affertion,  which  was,  that  it  was  the  nature  of  flecp  to  produce  a 
relaxation  of  the  fyftem. 

He  lays  that  he  has" given  the  fame  account  of  Lukins  that  was 
fent  down  with  him  from  the  hofpital.  I  afk  S.  N.  politively,  whe¬ 
ther  that  account  was  written,  and  official,  proceeding  from  the  fa¬ 
culty  of  the  liolpital*g  and  if  fo,  whether  it  ftated  Lukins  to  have 
been  free  from  his  fits,  during  the  whole  time  that  he  was  a  patient 
there  ?  but  What  truth  can  be  expefted  from  a  man,  who  in  praife  of 
his  own  vaft  abilities,  and  in  corroboration  of  l^s  own  prejudices, 
has  not  fcrupled  to  publifh  a  rank  fallehood,  in  the  ftupid  account  of 
two  perfons,  whom  he  pretends,  fell  into  the  fame  fits  as  Lukins  after 
having  feen  him  in  them  ?  As  to  the  man,  he  is  ready  to  atteft  upon 
oath,  and  his  miftrefs  will  folcmnly  affirm,  that  he  never  fuffered  any 
ill  effie&s  from  feeing  Lukins  in  thofe  fituations,  and  that  though 
the  Dr.  has  of  late  fo  unmercifully  vomited  him  in  the  page  of  a 
newfpaper,  he  never  fwallowed  an  emetick,  mild  nor  furly ,  neither 
any  phyfick  nvhatfoever ,  preferibed  by  S.  A7,  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life  !  Such  an  undaunted  affertor  wc  may  permit  to  trumpet 
forth  his  own  harmlefs  applaufe  ;  but  muft  hear  with  contemptuous 
ridicule  his  little  vulgar  tales  of  clubs  and  veflries;  which,  fuppo- 
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fing  them  to  be  true,  only  prove — what  has  never  been  denied— 
that  the  fits  came  on  at  uncertain  intervals.  And  as  the  dilordcr 
was  mofl  likely  mental  as  well  as  corporal,  pray  what  improbability  is 
therein  fuppofing  that  the  influence  of  the  mind  might  now  and 
then  have  checked  or  varied  th.e  appeaiance  of  the  fits  ?  But  that  all 
was  not  feigned  I  think  mult  be  evident  even  from  the  confeflion 
of  S.  N.  himfelf:  for  no  man,  I  conceive,  would  for  meer  amufe’- 
inent  break  both  the  bones  of  one  of  his  legs  f  but  this  event  came  to  pals, 
I  fuppofe,  in  conformity  to  the  humane  directions  of  the  great  d.  i\r. 
who  himlelf  tells  us  that  he  ufed  to  counfel  tlie  people  to  let  him 
trample  on  the  fire*  or  run  into  the  river  !  And  fuppofe  he  had  no  fit 
whift  hb  was  confined  for  this  accident  :  is  it  impoffible  that  the 
anguifh  of  his  fuflerings — especially  under  the  prudent  management  'of 
A.  N. — might  not  for  a  time  overcome  the  fits,  and  that  as  his  pain 
went  off,  they  might  return?  But  are  we  to  take  S.  iV’t  word 
that  he  had  no  fit  all  this  time  ?  I  am  afraid  not.  For  behold  how 
cautiouflv  he  delivers  himfelf.  Fie  fays  not,  as  I  prefume  he  would 
have  gladly  faid  if  he  could,  that  Lukins  had  no  fit  during  his  con¬ 
finement,  but,  “  I  did  not  learn  that  he  had  any  ” — Bravo  Dodlor  1 

Well  now  we  fee  the  vanity  of  all  human  fcience,  and  the  fal¬ 
libility  of  the  greateff  men  !  Even  the  illuffrious  S.  A.  had  this 
patient  under  his  care  at  different  times  for  the  la  ft  18  years.  But 
you  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  he  could  do  nothing  lor  him,  or  that  he 
could  not  have  cured  him  if  he  would.  No,  no:  he  “gave  up” 
the  patient’s  cafe,  only  as  being  “unworthy  of  notice  that  is  to 
fav.  unworthy  the  notice  of  fo  capital,  a  performer  as  himlelf.  For 
certainly  to  defeend  to  the  cure  of  a  poor  wretch"  who  had  been  a 
long  time  fubjedl  to  fuch  a  perplexing  diforder,  would  have  been  the 
very  extreme  ol  degradation.  However  it  appears  that  S.  A.  was 
not  quite  fatisfied  yet  that  the  cafe  wa£  unworthy  his  notice  ;  lor 
he  acknowledges  that  he  attacked  the  patient  again  in  laft  January  ; 
but  with  what  fuccels — feems  to  be  unworthy  our  notice. 

In  the  conclulion,  the  fublime  6’.  A.  vaunlingly  faith,  that  I  am 
an  objedf  too  ridiculous  to  excite  his  contempt,  but  how  any  objedt 
can  be  too  ridiculous  to  excite  that  / enjation ,  I  own  I  cannot  conceive. 
The  more  ridicules  an  object  is,  the  greater  portion. of  contempt  it 
fhould  excite.  But  this  is  one  of  his  grand  hv  her  boles.  His  mind 
laboured  to  exprefs  in  poignant  words  the  idea,  how  abundantly  he 
delpifed  me  ;  and  by  way  of  faying  that  he  entertained  a  confummate 
contempt  for  me,  he  declares  that  I  have  excited  no  contempt  at  all. 
But  I  am  apt  to  belive  that  a  man  who  winces  lo  confoundedly  a-s  he 
evidently  does,  under  the  chaftilement  conferred  upon  him,  muff 
have  felt  feme  fenfation  infinitely  keener  than  contempt ;  and  cannot 
help  lufpedling,  when  I  fee  fuch  pompous  declamations  on  the 
beauty  of  virtue,  that  they  are  calculated  only  to  cover  the  defor¬ 
mity  of  vice. 

July  14,  1788.  JUSTITI/E  VINDEX. 
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/  he  priua.it  Letter  to  Mr.  ITdke,  mentioned  in  the  Introduction. 

Yatton,  July  21,  1788, 

Rev.  Si  r, 

f  ACQUAINT  you,  that  unle/s  a  handforrje  apology  be  made  m$ 
'  this  week,  in  all  the  Briftol  News-Papers,  tor  the  illiberal  calum¬ 
nies  which,  the  vyriier  of  Juftiti.ae  Vindex  lias  published  concerning 
me.  I  fhallbe  obliged,  .though  reluftantly  to  pubhfh  fuch  accumu¬ 
lated  evidence  of  his  conduit  in  Lukins’s  affair,  as  will  not  Tail  to  be 
-verv  dilagreeablc.  Whatever  you  may  think,  I  allure  you,  this  no¬ 
tice  proceeds  from  remaining  impi  effions  ol  paft  friendlhip. 

I  am  with  ail  due  refpeft,  your’s,  &c. 

$.  NORMAL. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  IVaiie,  Wrington . 


T  H  E  R  E  P  L  Y. 

Wrington,  Monday,  July  21,  1783. 

SIR, 

I  AM  aftontfhed  at  your  effrontery,  in  demanding  of  me  an  apology 
for  the  letters  of  Juftitiae  Vindex,  efpecially  as  you  have  thought 
proper  to  reply  to  that  writer.  You  may  allure  yourfclf  that  I  {hall 
make  no  fort  of  apology  for  what  he  has  addreffed  to  you,  and  you 
may  likewife  depend  upon  it,  that  if  you  dare  to  make  ufe  ol  my 
name,  diieftly  or  indireftly,  in  any  of  the  public  prints,  I  will  fo  1c- 
yerely  retort  up.on  your  conduif,  as  flia'il  make  you  feriduffy  repent 
of  your  indiferetion.  At  the  lame  time,  I  freely  own  I  have  no  enmi¬ 
ty  again!!:  you  ;  and  retaining,  as  well  as  yourfclf  the  impreffions  of 
paft  friendlhip,  dial l  regret  the  neceflity,  if  you  impofe  it,  ol  pub¬ 
lic  kly  defending  myfelf,  and  annoying  my  antagonist  in  the  moft  ef¬ 
fectual  manner  I  am  able. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  due  refpeft,  your’s.  &c. 

,  .  W.  R.  WAKE. 


Mr.  Norman ,  Yatton. 

To  the  P  R  I  N  T  E  R. 

S  I  R, 

*  *  ' 

MAN  deprived  of  the  pleafure  and  advantage  of  fociety  would 
be  mo  ft  unhappy.  The  light  of  nature  teaches  the  obligations 
•f  fincerity,  candour,  truth.  The  intereft  of  mankind,  if  duly  at¬ 
tended  to,  would  be  a  fufficient  inducement  to  every  intelligent  mind, 
to  purfue  the  ways  of  peace. 

But  early  prejudices,  evil  examples,  and  unlleady  wayward  pafiions, 
in  all  ages,  have  too  much  influenced  men’s  a&ions  ;  and  without  the 
glorious  light  of  the  gofpel,  would  more  commonly  have  perverted 
the  benevolent  purposes  of  omnifeient  goodnefs  and  mercy.  Re¬ 
velation 
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.relation  teaches  and  enforces  the  neceffity  of  peace  and  goodwill 
among  men.  It- exhibits  the  mod  brilliant  inducements  to  virtue, 
and  promulgates  the  mod  glorious  rewards  to  the  obedient  It  is 
the  intereft  and  duty  of  every  individual  to  fludv  and  qbey  its  pre¬ 
cepts;  and  of  every  teacher  of  every  denomination  of  chriihans,  to 
exj  lain  and  inculcate  its  do&rines,  promifes,  and  admonitions.  Whea 
the  man  of  God  does  this,  when  a  minifter  ads  up  to  his  duty,  he 
defervedly  claims  our  regard,  and  reipect  :  and  he  has  the  annimating 
affurauce  that  he  fhall  not  only  fave  his  own  foul,  but  thofe  that 
hear  him.  I  have  been  ted  to  the  foregoing  obfervat>6ns,  by  the 
confideration  of  the'lhame'efs  mifreprefentations  practiled  againft  me 
by  theanonymous  Jufhtiae  Vindex.  The  foul  attacks  that  writer  has 
made  upon  my  ch$i  after  and  repuiation,  mu-ft  rebound  ten  fold  upon 
himfelf. 

1  have  not  offered  one  confideration  to  the  public,  refpecling  Luk- 
ins’s  cafe,  which  is  not  true.  T  his  I  p  edge  myfelfto  prove  in  its 
due  place,  to  the  inure  .  fatisfaftion  of  every  impartial  rcund.  But 
Sir.  as  I  have  given  my  name  to  the  public,  I  have  a  right  to  expect 
that  ihe  cowardly  veil  of  black  obfcuritv  {hall  be  thrown  afide  ;  and 
that  the  pious  writer  of  Jufti-tize  Vipdex’s  letters  will  publifh  his  ad- 
drefs.  To  obtain  this  end,  I  a(k  Mr.  Wake  of  Wrington,  ifhe  is 
not  the  author  of  the  letter  figned  W.  R.  W.  ?  I  afk  him  if  he  ever 
believed  that  Georvc  Lukins  was  pofleffed  by  Devils  ?  I  alk  him,  if 
he  is  not  the  author  of  Jufhtiae  V indexT  letters  ?  I  afk  him  if  the 
perfon  men doned  in  my  :eply  to  W.  R.  W.  to  have  affumed  the,  ap¬ 
pearance  of  George  Lukins’ s  fits,  when  he  was  a  fervant  to  Mr.  John 
Young,  was  not  with  him  on  the  i  ith  12th  or  13th  of  this  month  ? 

I  afk  him  if  he  did  not  promife  ihat  fellow,  to  publifh  his  denial  of 
what  I  afferted  concerning  him,  in  my  reply  to  W.  R.  W.  ?  To 
thefe  quellions  I  think  myfelf  intitled  to  plain  unequivocal  anfwers. 
To  cut  off  all  pretences  on  the  part  of  that  good  man,  of  bare  affertion 
without  proof  on  my  part.  I  beg  leave  to  produce  my  authorities,  for 
the  queftions  I  have  put  to  Mr.  Wake. 

Firff  then,  it  is  generally  admitted,  that  Mr.  W ake  is  the  author  of 
the  letter  introducing  /  ultim’s  cafe  to publicnotice,  figned  W.R.W. 

Secondly  The.very  ftyleof  the  letters,  with  the  fignature  of  Jufti- 
tise  Vindex  affixed^  clearly  fhew  s  its  author. 

Thirdly.  I  am  well  informed  that  one  of  the  aftors  +  in  the  collu- 
five  daemomcal  dilpoffefiion,  was  with  Mr.  Wake,  a  very  fhort  time 
©nlv  before  the  tuft  letter  with  the  fignature  of  Juftitise  Vindex  was 
publifhed. 

Fourthly,  James  Rodford,  who  lived  at  Mr.  Young’s,  and  whofe 
cafe  I  mentioned,  abufed  me  grofsly  to  Mr.  Atherton  of  this  parifh, 
«n  Friday  the  1  rth  inftant,  and  faid  he  would  go  to  Mr.  Wake,  and 

tell 

ft  Mr.  Hunt  accompanied  by  Mr.  Weftcoat  •.-—Thefe  gentlemen  declared  at 
’Wrington,  41  that  they  had-been  at  Mr,  Wake’s  heufe,  and  that  he  treated  them  in 
a  very  refpeftful  manner.” 
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fell  him  that  he  had  not  at  any  time  taken  any  medicine  of  my  di- 

re&ing;. 

Fifthly.  Mrs.  Young,  Mr.  Young,  and  Frances  Parker  of  this 
Parifb,  all  allure  me,  that  James  Rodford  told  them,  on  Sunday  the 
13th  inftant,  that  he  had  been  with  Mr.  Wake,  at  Wrington,  for 
the  purpofe  above  mentioned  ; — 1  hat  Mr.  Wake  alked  him  if  he 
would  atteft  the  truth  of  his  account  upon  oath,  and  if  he  was 
willing  to  have  it  put  into  the  News-papers.  It  is  farther  to  be 
obferved,  that  in  w l Iking  through  this  Parifh  on  the  lame  day, 
Rodford  cxultingly  told  Mr.  Plaiher,  in  the  hearing  of  Thomas 
( , coding,  that  1,4  as  the  Do&or  had  begun  a  work  he  mud  go 
through  it  how  he  could/’  And  lafty,  Mr.  Smith  of  Yatton  heard 
Mr.  Wake  declare,  44  that  if  any  one  difputed  his  account  of  Lukins' s 
cafe,  he  would  vindicate  what  he  had  written and  alfo  that  44  lie 
could  write  as  bitter  as  any  man.”  Thefe  were  the  meek,  the 
judicious  declarations  of  the  pious  vicar  of  Backwell !  George  Lukinst 
on  Saturday  the  20th  inftant,  rode  to  Briftol,  in  Edward  Jones’s 
cart  :  about  the  middle  of  the  day  Lukins ,  ||  told  Jones,  that  he  had 
been  to  Mr.  Eafterbrook’s  houie ;  and  that  he  was  to  go  thither 
again,  in  the  afternoon,  with  James  Rodford.  Jones,  in  his  way 
home  to  Yatton,  faw  both  Lukins  and  Rodford,  at  Bedminfter,  at 
Lukins's  lodgings.  The  laft  letter  ligned  Juftitite  Vindex,  having 
appeared,  before  this  vifit  of  Rod  ford’s  to  Mr.  Eafterbrook,  proves, 
that  that  gentleman  was  not  the  author  of  the  aforeiaid  letters.  I 
long  to  fee  Rodford’s  depofition;  and  l  fincerely  hope,  it  will  be  fo 
drawn  up,  as  to  give  it,  its  due  power. 

Thus  Sir,  I  think  I  have  given  you  fubftantial  reafons,  for  believ¬ 
ing  Mr.  Wake  to  be  the  author  of  the  three  letters  in  queftion  ;  and 
I  flatter  myfelf,  that  the  public  will  think  me  entitled  to  a  candid 
reply  from  him. 

Well  knowing  his  abilities,  I  wait  his  defence.  A  reverend 
divine  Purely  will  not  prevaricate;  malevolent  Randal  will  form  no 
part  of  his  anfwer  ;  and  the  learned  and  good  man  will  fhine  con- 
ipicuoufly  in  every  part  of  the  compofition. 

Yatton,  July  22,  1788.  S.  N. 

To  '  5  iV. 

WHY,  Dr.  my  laft  letter  feems  to  have  thrown  you  quite 
into  a  fit  of  morality.  I  never  heard,  nor  I  believe,  any  of 
your  acquaintance,  fo  many  fentences  of  gravity,  piety,  nay  and  re¬ 
ligion  too  proceed  from  your  mouth  ;  and  if  one  could  but  find  out 

the 

|}  Lukins  ftnee  his  pretended  recovery,  and  during  his  ftay  in  Briftol,  fent  feveral 
packets  to  Mr.  Wake  at  Wringtori>  he  returned  from  Briftol  Saturday  the  12th, 
waited  on  Mr.  Wake  at  Wrington  Friday  the  iSth,  and  fet  off  again  for  Briftol 

the  next  day. 


the  propriety  and  pertinence  of  their  inliodu&ion,  I  declare  they 
would  be  admirable  ! 

But,  my  good  Dr,  why  will  you  not  defeend  Tom  thofe  atria! 
fublimities  which  abfolutely  render  you  incomprehenfible  ?  why  will 
you  not  do  juflice  to  your  own  meaning,  by  writing  plain  Englifh  ? 
Y  ou  tell  us  you  will  fubftantiate  your  charges,  to  the fatisjaEiion  of 
every  partial  mind.  Now  I  think  you  meant  the  very  reverie  : — but 
truth  is  a  more  ftubborn  thing  than  you  are  aware  of;  and  I  am 
afraid  it  will  be  only  on  thole  minds  which  am  already  prejudiced 
and  partial  to  your  caufe,-  that  you  will  be  able  to  make  any  impref- 
lion. 

Verily,  Dr.  if  any  thing  advanced  by  you  were  Capable  of  doing 
a  man  an  injury,  I  fhould,  pity  the  poor  Vicar  of  Backwell,  on 
whom  with  fuch  a  heavy  hand  you  have  fulminated  your  leproaches. 
But  it  is  generally  ohfervable,  my  dear  Dr.  that  where  providence 
finds  a  black  malignant  heart,  it  counterbalances  the  mifehief  by  en¬ 
dowing  the  agent  wTith  a  mean  fhare  of  intellect  ;  that  the  animal  may 
be  difabled  from  profecuting  its  infidious  purpofes  with  any  fuccefe. 
So  that,  my  good  Sir,  as  laitdan  a  laudato  viro  is  one  of  the  mofl 
deferable  things  in  life,  the  converfe  of  the  propofition,  ab  illaudat? 
vituperari  is  no  bad  recommendation  of  a  man’s  charadler:  and  you 
know  in  your  own  heart,  Dr.  that  you  ate  precifely  one  of  thofe, 
“  whole  praife  is  cenl'ure  ;  and  whole  cenfure,  praife.” 

As  to  the  Vicar  of  Backwell  I  have  nothing  farther  to  fay  of  him 
than  to  congratulate  him  on  having  encountered  your  indignation  ; 
for  that  is  a  certain  Rgn,  to  all  who  know  you,  that  he  has  done  fome- 
thing  or  other  compatible  with  common  fenfe  or  humanity  ;  and  I 
Ihoula  begin  to  feel  lor  him  very  fenfibly,  if  he  were  curfed  with 
your  approbation, 

July  29.  JUSTITI^:  VINDEX, 


To  W.  R.  W.  of  Wrington. 

WHY  Parfon,  the  lad  letter  of  S.  N.  relative  to  Lukins  feems, 
to  have  hurted  even  your  delicacy.  He  is  indeed  one  of 
thofe  auk  ward  writers,  who  confines  his  arguments  to  ftubborn  fadfs; 
Vw'ho  thinks,  that  an  honed  man  cannot  engage  in  a  bad  caufe ;  and 
would  not  be  afhamed  of  a  good  one.  To  thofe  who  are  righteous 
over  much,  to  every  fandtimonious  Judas,  an  open,  a  candid  con- 
dudt  mud  ever  be  grating.  Who  then  can  wonder,  that  thofe 
principles  of  morality  and  religion,  which  S.  N.  in  his  laft,  briefly 
dated  for  your  confideration,  fhould  be  fo  wounding  to  fuch  a  pro- 
fefl’or  of  religion,  to  a  creature  whofe  condudt  in  evey  part  of 
Lukins’s  bufinels  is  a  difgrace  to  his  profelfion,  a  reproach  to  lociety, 
and  a  fcandal  to  human  nature  ?  The  fadls  which  S.  N.  has  publidi- 
ed  are  well  ki  own  to  the  whole  neighbourhood,  and  cannot  be  per¬ 
verted  by  the  iniquitous  fhuffling  and  prevarication  of  W.  R.  W.  So 
fenfible  are  you  ©f  the  truth  of  this  affertion,  that  you  have  not  even 

attempted 
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attempted  to  anfwer  a  {ingle  queftion  S.  N.  put  to  you  in  his  laftlet*  • 
ter,  nor  dared  to  deny  any  of  the  arguments  he  adduced  to  fupport 
them. 

This  letter  which  S.  N.  fent  to  the  Printer,  to  be  inferted  in  his 
Paper  of  the  26th  ult.  was  correft,  but  four  errors  of  the  prefs  Crept 
into  it. 

In  that  letter,  the  writer  pledged  himfelf  to  prove  to  the  intire  fa* 
tisfaft ion  of  every  impartial  mind,  that  he  had  not  offered  one  confi- 
deration  to  the  public  refpe&ing  Lukins,  which  vvas  not  true  ;  and 
I  am  convinced  he  will  fulfil  his  engagement.  You  allow  Mr* 
Parfon,  “that  where  providence  finds  a  black  malignant  heart,  it 
counterbalances  the  mifchief  by  endowing  the  agent  with  a  mean 
fhare  of  inteleft,  that  the  animal  may  be  difabled  from  profecuting 
its  infidious  purpofes  with  any  fuccefs.”  With  refpeff  to  yourfelf, 
the  truth  of  this  obfervation  cannot  be  controverted.  Your  letters 
fallacioufly  figned  Juftitice  Vindex,  arc  fo  replete  with  fcandalous 
abufe,  palpable  mifreprefentations  and  contradi£iions,  that  the  public 
are  in  no  danger  of  being  deceived  by  your  wicked  endeavours. 
Your  prides  arrogance,  and  folly  have  brought  you  into  a  worfe 
dilemma,  than  even  any  enemy  could  wifh  you. 

Juftly  buried  in  obfcurity,  you,  was  refolved  to  write  yourfelf 
into  notice.  You  would  be  great,  but  unfortunately  (like  as  an  afs 
between  two  bundles  of  hay  would  ftarve,  not  knowing  which  do 
make  choice  of*  )  by  endeavouring  to  deceive  the  reafonable  part  of 
mankind,  and  flyly  to  fupport  the  enthufiaftic,  in  the  controyerfy 
you  have  conjured  up  about  Lukins,  you  have  defervedly  incurred 
the  contempt  of  all  good  men. 

At  the  fame  time  that  you  have  been  the  fupport  of  fanaticifm, 
and  trampled  upon  the  Canons  of  the  Church,  by  your  writings 
and  advice  ;  you  have  by  newfpaper  paragraphs,  letters  *  and  oral 
declarations,  publickly  denied  having  had  any  thing  to  do,  fince 
your  introductory  letter,  with  the  fubfequent  proceedings  of  the 
Methodifts  and  Lukins ;  or  having  held  any  correfpondence  with 
any  of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  exorcifm.t  But  whoever  will 
give  themfelves  the  trouble  to  read  the  laft  letter  of  S.  N.  will  find 
luch  flrong,  fuch  pofitive  proofs  of  the  fallacy  of  your  pretences, 
as  cannot  fail  to  convince  them  of  your  duplicity.  You  know  Par* 
Ion,  that  in  the  eftimation  of  fome,  the  fubtilleft  of  hypocrites  and 
worft  of  tinners  make  the  beft  of  Saints.  Well  then,  may  our  very 
humane,  our  very  worthy  Vicar  hope  to  be,  and  theeledf  rejoice  to 
to  fee  him  confecrated,  the  head  of  the  Chapel,  the  Britifh  Pope  1 

E  I  would 

#  Two  letters  in  the  public  papers  figned  Amicus. 

t  What  uniformity  is  there  in  every  thing  this  man  fays  ?  It  is  well  known  that 
Mr.  Wake,  has  fent  feveral  letters  to  Mr.  E  after  brook  fince  the  public  exhibition  of 
the  Temple  Church  Devils,  with  particular  directions  to  the  carrier  to  deliver  them 
himfelf  5  and.  that  he  juftified  the  pious  exorcifrn,  in  a  debate  at  that  gentlemans 
houfe,  by  declaring  that  JLuhins’s  w  as  not  a  medical  cafe. 
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t  would  yet  give  you  faving  counfel,  kifs  the  rod,  repent  and  Cign 
thy  recantation,  O  thou  Prieft  i  But  if  you  will  pentinacioufly 
perfift,  and  muft  call  hard  names  in  future,  be  fo  honeft  as  to  do 
it  in  plain  Engliih,  and  avow  yourfelf  in  your  true  colours. 

PHILOPATRIS, 

Y at  ton,  Augujl  6,  178& 
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CONCLUSION. 


TH  E  difcuffion  of  George  Lukins’s  complaints  having  been 
carried  to  a  great  length,  it  is  I  think  neceflary  to  bring  it  to 
a  concluflon.  The  more  readily  to  do  this,  and  to  avoid  any  mif- 
conception,  the  reader  is  informed,  that  the  fame  perfon  is  the 
author  of  the  introdu&ory  letter  of  Lukins’s  cafe  to  the  public,, 
figned  W.  R.  W.  and  the  fubfequent  letters,  with  the  fignaturc 
of  J u/Htise  Vindex. 

Befides  thefe  fignatures,  the  fame  good  man  is  fuppofed  occa¬ 
sionally  to  have  fubfcribed  Amicus  in  the  public  papers.  This 
writer  having  denied,  that  Lukins  or  any  of  the  young  men  were 
intoxicated  at  Mr.  Love’s,  in  the  Chriftmas  holydays,  in  the  later 
|iart  of  the  year  1769  or  beginning  of  1770,  and  called  upon  me  to 
fubftantiate  my  aflfertion,  I  comply  with  his  challenge  and  produce 
my  vouchers, 

Firft  then  M.  G.  one  of  the  a&refles,  declares  the  company  were 
all  intoxicated  by  ten  of  the  clock,  when  fhe  and  her  female  compa¬ 
nion  left  them  at  Mr.  Love’s.  Secondly  I  am  told  by  William 
Avery  and  Thomas  Read,  who  a£ted  feparate  parts  in  the  Chriftmas 
play,  that  they  went  early  in  the  evening  with  George  Lukin3,  and 
many  others,  for  the  purpofe,  and  at  the  time  above  mentioned  ; 
that  having  performed  their  mummeries,  Mr.  Love  kept  them  at 
his  houfe  till  very  late  that  nighc,  and  prefled  them  clofely  with 
bottled  ftrong  beer;  that  they  were  all  intoxicated  ;  in  fo  much  that 
one  of  them  was  thrown  into  a  fevere  illnefs ;  that  all  drank  alike  ; 
and  that  Lukins  in  particular,  was  greatly  inebriated.  As  the  com¬ 
pany  was  going  home,  Lukins  fell  down  at  the  door ;  he  was  help¬ 
ed  up  ;  and  his  two  next  door  neighbours,  Avery  and  Read,  with 
difficulty  led  him  home ;  the  ftate  of  their  heads  being  but  little 
better,  than  of  his, 

E  2  The 
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The  ftreet  was  fcarcely  wide  enough  for  them  ;  and  Lukins  in  hi3 
way  home  bawled  out  feveral  times,  as  drunken  men  are  wont  to. 
This  then  is  the  teftimony  of  three  people  as  valuable  and  as  honeft 
as  W.  R.  W.  But  that  my  pious  opponent  may  be  convinced,  out 
of  feveral  others  who  know  the  truth  of  this  relation,  I  felett  the 
name  of  a  man,  whofe  probity  and  honor  would  be  a  good  pattern 
for  W.  R.  \V.  to  copy  after  r  I  mean  Mr.  William  Briftow.  He 
gives  me  the  fame'accour.t  of  that  nights  Bufmefs. 

In  the  narrative  of  W.  R.  W.  we  read — "  He  declares  in  a 
Soaring  voice  that  he  is  the  Devil,  who  with  many  horrid  execrations 
fummons  about  him  certain  perfons  devoted  to  his  will,  and  com¬ 
mands  them  to  torture  this  unhappy  patient.”  Again  he  fays — “  the 
patient  lings  in  a  different  voice  a  jovial  hunting  fong,  which  having 
received  the  approbation  of  the  foul  fiend ,  is  fucceeded  by  a  fong  in 
female  voice  ;  and  this  is  followed  at  the  particular  injunction  of  the 
daemon,  by  a  palloral  fong  fung  by*  and  in  the  real  character  of  the 
patient  himfelf.”  He  farther  fays— “  the  daemon,  then  concludes 
the  ceremony,  by  declaring  his  unalterable  refolution  to  punilh  him 
forever.”  Now  according  to  this  writer  the  Devil  fummons  and 
commands.  But  whom  then  does  he  fummon  and  command?  Why 
truly  **  certain  Perfons  devoted  to  his  will,”  Who  were  thofe  Per¬ 
fons  ?  Were  W.  R.  W,  and  his  reverend  Brethren,  the  “  Perfons 
devoted  to  the  Devils  will”  ?  As  a  profound  fcholar,  a  fi,ft  rate 
cafuift,  I  hope  W.  R.  W.  will  make  thofe  “  certain  Perfons’  pub- 
lickly  and  generally  known. 

In  fome  few  days  after  Lukins  was  faid  to  be  exccrcifed,  a  reput¬ 
able  perfon  of  this  Parifh  met  W.  R.  W,  at  Cleve,  and  talked  with 
him  upon  that  fubjeCt.  Our  confijlent  Divine  wilhed  he  had  been 
previoufly  acquainted  with  that  bulinefs,  and  declared  he  would  have 
been  prefent.  From  the  general  tenor  of  his  narrative,  as  cited 
above  ;  and  from  this  declaration,  it  is  natural  to  conclude,  that 
W.  R.  W,  really  believed  Lukins  was  poffeffed  by  Devils ;  and  that 
they  were  abfolutely  ejeCted  out  of  him  .  But  upon  different  occafions, 
and  in  diverfe  companies,  he  has  declared,  that  he  never  believed 
Lukins  was  poffeffed.  Paragraphs  have  been  inferted  in  the  public 
prints  to  exculpate  him  from  any  cenfure  on  that  fcore  ;  and  under 
the  fignature  of  Amicus  he  has  virtually  condemned  the  exorcifm. — 
For  what  purpefe  then  did  he  attempt  to  deceive  the  World  ?  Was 
it  to  get  another  petition  for  Lukins,  and  lhare  with  him  in  the  pro¬ 
fit  ?  Or  was  it  to  force  himfelf  into  notice  at  the  expended  decency, 
truth  and  religion  ?  Let  it  never  be  forgotten,  that  it  was  the 
-  humane  the  faithful  Vicar  of  Backwell,  who  has  thus  occafioned  and 
thus  rightecufy  fupported  this  pious  bufinefs  !  W.  R.  V/.  afferts  that 

at  certain  periods  of  the  fit,  he  is  fo  violent  that  an  affiftant  is 

always 
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alsvays  obliged  to  be  at  hand,  to  reftrain  him  from  committing  fome 
injury  on  himfelf :  though  to  the  Spe&ators  he  is  perfe&Jy  harm- 
lef*  ” 

I  would  advife  W.  R.  W.  when  he  writes  next,  to  pay^fome  little 
regard  to  confiltency  and  not  to  advance  fuch  palpable  faifehood. — 
When  Lukins’s  relations  held  him,  he  appeared  determined  to  injure 
himfelf  ;  but  when  any  rational  perion  has  infilled  upon  holding 
him,  and  would  permit  him  to  run  into  a  pool,  or  kick  at  the  fire, 
and  rather  prefs  him  toward  them,  he  hath  uniformly  kept  him¬ 
felf  at  a  fafe  diilance  :  and  I  find  that  for  fimilar  detections  he  hath 
given  feveral  people  fly  blows  abour  the  Stomach.  Several  years 
fince,  when  Lukins’s  Brother  was  living,  J — n  Sh — r — n  of  this 
Parifh,  on  a  Sunday  evening,  after  divine  fervice  went  to  fee  him. 
He  foon  began  to  dance  about  the  Houfe,  S — r — n  immediately 
feized  him  by  the  hands,  and  held  him  fall.  Lukins  finding  he 
could  not  extricate  himfelf,  malic’oufly  aimed  a  kick  ac  Sh — r — n, 
fo  as  to  ruin  him  :  but  prudently  inclining  himfelf  to  one  fide,  he 
caught  Lukins’s  foot  between  his  knees;  and  exafperated  at  the 
villainy,  forced  him  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Room,  to  put  him 
down  in  a  chair.  Lukins  fixed  his  fhoulders  againft  the  wall 
and  S—r — n  could  not  bend  his  body  ;  but  he  inftantly  kicked  up 
his  heels,  threw  him  into  the  chair,  and  frightened  away  his  pre¬ 
tended  fits.  Lukins’s  Brother  being  a  humane  man  defired 
Sh — r — n  not  to  fqueeze  him.  Such  miltaken  kindnefs  has  con¬ 
tributed  not  a  little  co  confirm  the  impollor. 

Though  in  his  antics  he  was  wont  to  fall  down  upon  the  floor, 
he  has  always  taken  due  care  bv  letting  himfelf  down  eafi ly  with 
one  hand,  not  to  injure  himfelf.  He  would  then  terrify  weak  people, 
by  pretending  to  llrike  his  head  againft  the  floor.  He  was  gene¬ 
rally  prudent  enough  however,  to  llrike  his  head  againft  the  foot 
of  one  of  his  relations.  Bat  when  his  friends  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  Hand  off,  I  am  told  by  people  of  undoubted  veracity,  that 
boys  in  their  play  often  ftrike  their  heads  harder  againft  the  ground. 
When  he  wrlhed  to  kick  the  ceiling,  if  either  of  the  parties  in  that 
inftant  let  go  an  arm,  to  deprive  him  of  fupport,  he  would  imme¬ 
diately  with  the  loofened  hand  fave  himfelf  from  falling,  fo  as  to 
injure  himfelf.  Or  if  in  the  exhibition  of  his  feats,  he  was  ready 
to  begin  upon  violent  throws  of  his  arms,  he  was  generally  care¬ 
ful,  fo  to  place  his  chair,  as  to  be  fafe  from  injury,  from  the 
furniture,  or  wall. 

But  I  have  heard  of  one  or  two  inftanees  when  he  hath  not 
-placed  his  chair  far  enough  from  the  beaureau  ;  and  having  ftruck 
his  arm  againft  the  Aide,  he  curfed  bitterly,  and  removed 
his  chair,  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  farther  from  it.  Laft  fpring 
four  gentlemen  (one  of  them  a  clergyman)  went  to  fee  him  per¬ 
form. 
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form.  Me  began  throwing  about  his  arms'in  a  violent  manner  5 
but  ftriking  an  ironing  box  with  his  hand,  he  difcovered  ftrong 
indications  of  Pain,  looked  at  the  box,  and  carefully  avoided 
the  like  accident  afterwards. 

Except  when  he  pretended  to  be  fpeechlefs,  he  has  during  his  exe 
crations,  bowlings,  Tinging  and  gefticulations,  at  all  times,  readily 
and  fenfibly  replied  to  queftions  propofed  to  him.  He  very  fre¬ 
quently  confulted  the  clock,  when  people  of  difcernment  have  been 
to  fee  him,  antecedent  to  the  foreknown  periodical  approach  of  his 
manoeuvres  and  fome  few  minutes  before  that  time,  let  himfelf  in 
his  chair,  in  order  for  his  exhibitions. 

If  any  one  refilled  and  fqueezed  him  during  any  part  of  his  per¬ 
formances,  he  would  inftantly  reproach  him  with  the  acute!!  acerbity 
and  curfe  him  vehemently.  In  one  of  his  fits  the  door  was 
bolted,  but  being  told  that  a  friend  wifhed  to  fee  him  he  opened  it 
himfelf. 

It  is  evident  therefore  that  he  retained  all  his  fenfes,  at  all  times 
equally,  whether  in  the  pretended  paroxifms,  or  in  the  intervals  of 
them.  So  that  the  opinion  notwithftanding  of  one  or  two  fuperan- 
nuated  gentlemen,  it  is  evident,  that  he  was  not  affli&ed  with  the 
Epilepfy ,  or  any  one  fymptom  compatible  with  the  known  appear¬ 
ances  of  that  diforder. 

For  the  Epilepfy  is  defined,  a  convulfion,  or  convulfive  motion 
of  the  whole  body,  or  fome  of  its  parts,  with  a  privation  of  fenfe. 

That  anxiety,  delirious  relilefsnefs,  boldnefs,  fury,  and  violent 
unnatural  bodily  motions,  were  wanting  on  one  hand;  as  were  the 
watchful  foiicitude,  incoherency,  opprefiive  languor  and  timidity, 
on  the  other,  to  juftify  the  belief  of  this  being  a  maniac.  It  is  how¬ 
ever  equally  reafonableto  believe,  that  he  was  as  much  vifited  by  either 
or  both  of  thole  diforders,  as  by  any  bodily  diforder  whatever. 

Lukins  has  very  generally  enjoyed  found  health;  was  not  more 
emaciated  when  he  went  to  Briftoi  to  be  exorcifed,  than  he  has  at  all 
times  been  fince  I  have  known  him  ;  and  he  eat  as  heartily,  and 
fLpt  as  well  then,  as  moll  of  his  neighbours.  Yet  the  pious  W.  R.  W . 
fays,  that  “  the  emaciated  and  exhaufted  figure  he  reprefents,  the 
number  of  years  he  has  been  fubjedl  to  this  malady,  and  the  profpef! 
of  want  anddiilrefs  that  lies  before  him,  all  preclude  the  fufpicion  of 
impofture  ”  It  is  remarkable,  notwithftanding  thefe  pretences ,  that 
Lukins  walked  very  fall  to  Briftoi  to  be  cured,  and  that  he  told  Mr. 
S.  D.  W.  who  rode  with  him  fome  way,  ft  that  he  had  faith  to  be¬ 
lieve  he  fhould  be  cured  at  Briftoi,  if  he  could  get  feven  clergymen 
to  pray  with  him  in  faith  but  that  they  alfo  mult  have  faith,  or  elfe 
they  could  not  cure  him.”  This  was  the  fame  mode  of  cure  he 
talked  of  his  antics,  when  perfonating  the  great  Devil.  Our  old 
fatlfion  divines  and  old  falhion  people,  even  our  Lord  and  his 
Apoftles  reprefent  Satan  as  the  fubtiliel!  of  Spirits ;  but  our  new  fan- 
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gted  reverend  gentlemen  prove  him  to  he / ogre at  a fool,  as  to  teach  his  dici- 
pleshow  to  detett  and  over  reach  himjelf !  Mr.  I,ukinsJs  pertinacious 
iniquity  had  opened  the  eyes  of  the  principal  people  of  the  parifh  ; 
and  he  was  become  too  burdenfome  to  hope  for  fupport,  from  the 
care  and  induftry  of  his  filler  in-law.  Under  thefe  circumftances  he 
applied  to  the  parifh  for  conftant  pay,  with  which  he  had  before 
been  but  too  much  indulged.  The  managers  of  our  Parifh  were  too 
wife  to  grant  his  petition;  and  he  was  reduced  to  the  needfity  of 
thinking  of  fomedefeent  contrivance,  to  cover  his  abominable  iniqui- 
tes,  and  get  a  pretended  cure  ofcomplaints,  which  never  had  any  real 
exiftence.  He  foundhis  Dupes  and  gulled  them.  His  reverend  and  pi- 
cut  protestor  and  advifer  as  he  introduced  Lukins  cafe  to  public  notice* 
would  have  laughed  at  our  Priefls  Militant,  and  jollified  the  cheat. 
We  are  told  by  W.  R.  W. — “That  every  effort  of  fume  very  in¬ 
genious  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  who  applied  their  ferious  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  cafe,  has  been  long  ago  and  recently  exerted  without 
fuccefs.’>  Some  few  weeks  before  he  went  to  Briiiol  to  be  exor- 
cifed,  MefTrs.  Box  and  James  of  Wrington  and  jardine  of  Brill ol. 
Surgeons,  went  to  fee  Lukins  ;  they  were  reftrained  by  one  of  his 
relations  from  treating  him  as  they  wifhed  ;  and  Mr.  Box  has  au- 
thorifed  me  to  declare,  that  he  looks  upon  George  Lukins  to  have 
been  a  great  Impoftor.  In  my  narrative  1  Laid  that  after  he  was 
admitted  a  patient  into  St.  George’s  Hofpital,  he  never  had  a  fit  in 
that  houfe.  _  My  antagonifl  in  his  Vindication  of  Lukins  replies — 
“  But  from  bold  unqualified  affertion  and  from  feeming  arguments 
Jet  us  refort  to  plain  truth  :  and  the  plain  truth  is,  that  Lukins  was 
troubled  with  fits  through  the  whole  time ,  at  different  intervals  of  his 
refidence  in  that  hofpital  ;  that  he  was  defirous  of  being  feen  under 
their  influence  by  the  faculty  ;  and  that  none  of  them  the  houfe  fur- 
geon  excepted  even  faw  him  in  thofe  fituations.”  This  fame  writer 
in  his  anfwer  to  W.  H.  R.  fays— »“  the  poor  creature  was  affiidled 
with  ‘■fits,  during  the  whole  period,  and  that  he  was  obliged  at  his 
own  expence ,  to  hire  a  man  for  the  purpofc  of  fufiaining  him  in 
them.*'* 

How  impudent  are  thefe  afpertions  by  JuJliticv  Vindex ,  upon  the 
characters  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  belonging  to  St  George’s 
Hofpital  !  To  pretend  that  a  man,  known  to  be  afflicted  “  with 
violent  fits,  convulfions  and  paroxifms  of  nature, ’*  in  that  hofpital, 
was  negleCted  by  the  faculty  in  thofe  horrible  moments  ;  though  he 
was  defirous  of  being  feen  by  them  ,  is  fogxofsan  infult  to  the  under- 
ilanding  of  the  reader,  and  abominable  reproach  to  the  faculty,  of 
one  of  the  bell  regulated  aud  mod  humanely  conducted  hofpitals  in 
the  world,  as  no  man  poffeifedof  a  grain  of  modeity  or  honelty  could 
have  publifhed. 

Or 

•  Thefe  letters  are  omitted  as  not  containing  any  thing  cecejTary  to  our 
porpofe  whish  i&  net  in  the  other  Utters. 
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Or  who  can  believe  that  Lukings  would  have  been  permitted  tfr 
pay  an  affiilant  for  fufUining  him  in  his  fits,  in  that  hofpital,  who 
knows  that  it  is  a  pofitive",  a  Handing  law  in  all  hofpitals,  that  the 
patient  Jh all  be  attended  free  of  expence,  and  that  a  breach  of  this  re 
gulation  would  occalion  the  oil  million  of  both  the  patient  and  the 
afliftant? 

On  account  of  Lukins’s  fits,  the  parifli  employed  William  Avery 
to  attend  him  to  London  :  but  no  perfon  was  appointed  to  return 
with  him  ;  becaufe  he  was  reported  to  be  cured  of  his  fits.  His  an¬ 
tics  periodically  returned,  the  whole  way  thither  ;  and  as  Lukins 
prognollicated  would  long  continue. 

When  he  was  before  the  board  of  phyficians  and  governors  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ufual  courle  of  his  complaints,  the  fits  were  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  but  co  A  very’s  great  aftonifhinent  he  remained  free  from  them. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  a  medical  gentleman  of  high  rank,  in 
which  he  writes,  “  I  perfed  y  remember  Lukins  being  admitted 
into  St.  George’s  Hofpital  }  and  that  I  occafionaily  vifited  him  dur¬ 
ing  his  Hay  in  the  houfe  ;  and  I  cannot  call  to  mind,  my  ever  feeing 
him  in  a  fit  whilit  under  the  phyficians  care.” 

Mr.  Norman,  Surgeon  of  Langport,  entered  at  a  pupil,  at  St* 
George’s,  about  two  or  three  weeks  before  Lukins  was  difmiffed. 
After  the  moll  diligent  enquiry,  he  could  not  learn,  that  Lukins 
had  ever  played  off  his  antics  there;  but  he  was  informed  that  his 
cafe  was  unworthy  the  notice  of  the  faculty  ;  and  that  he  was  confi* 
dered  as  an  impoitor  ;  but  by  realon  of  a  pretended  lamenefs,  which 
he  had  always  affumed  in  that  houfe,  he  was  difmiffed  as  incurable. 
The  following  certificate  publifhed  by  Meffrs.  Rudhall  and  Co.  in 
their  Rrillo!  Journal  of  the  26th  of  July  laft  is  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

SIRS.  St.  George’s  Hofpital,  July  18  1788. 

I  received  the  favour  of  yours,  which  I  am  lorry  1  conld  not  anfwer 
fo  early  as  you  wilhed,  owing  to  the  pains  1  have  taken  to  afcertain 
the  enquiries  you  made,  in  which,  however,  my  fuccefs  has  not  been 
equal  to  my  intention.  In  locking  over  the  books,  I  find  that  a 
perfon  of  the  name  of  George  Lukins  was  admitted  into  the  Hofpital 
in  May  1  77 5,  and  was  difcharged  incurable  in  October  following. 
As  to  his  difeafe  nothing  can  be  found  to  lead  to  a  difcovery  what  it  - 
was,  as  it  was  not  the  cuitom  to  rCgifter  the  difeafes,  and  the  letter 
on  which  it  was  mentioned  has  long  fince  been  deflrcyed.  Mr. 
Dampier  the  Apothecary  (at  whole  defire  1  write  this  letter)  the 
Chapiain  and  the  Surgery  man  were  belonging  to  the  Hofpital  at  that 
time,  and  neither  of  them  recoiled  any  thing  like  the  cucumftances 
mentioned  by  you;  fo  that  I  apprehend  the  whole  will  appear  a 
palpable  impollure.  Should  be  happy  to  communicate  any  thing 
on  chat  fubjed,  which  might  lead  to  tne  full  detedion  of  fuch  com¬ 
plicated  guilt ;  but  it  is  not  in  my  power. 

I  am  Si.rs,  Your  very  humble  Servant, 
JOHN  GOLD  Secretary, 


It 
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Xs  there  a  man  in  the  world,  is  it  poftible  to  produce  a  man  To 
ftupid  as  to  believe,  that  the  Chaplain  of  the  Hofpital,  the  Apothe- 
carv  who  lives  in  that  Hofpital, 'attends  the  patients  daily,  and  on 
every  extraordinary  occahon  ;  and  the  Surgery-man,  could  neither 
of  them  recollefl  any  thing  of  Llikms’s  mod;  abominable  and  hor¬ 
rible  antics,  if  he  ever  exhibited  them  in  that  houle  ? 

I  muff  pronounce  fuch  forgetfulnels  impftible.  The  ftrong  im- 
preflion  of  tricks  fo  odious  and  unnatural,  could  never  be  obliterated 
from  a  rational  mind.  William  Avery  was  dire&ed  to  tell  the  fa¬ 
culty  at  the  Hofpital,  that  Lukins’s  Was  a  nervous  cafe.  Sometime 
before  he  went  to  London,  he  had  affumed  the  appearance  of  a 
contrafted  leg.  He  kept  up  limiliar  appearances  there,  and  conti-i 
nued  them  a  confiderable  length  of  time  after  his  return.  For  this 
complaint,  he  was  difmiffed  the  Hofpital,  as  incurable. 

As  his  complaints  were  neither  real  nor  ideal,  but  only  iniquit- 
oufly  aflumtive,  medicine  produced  no  beneficial  effect  upon  him  ; 
and  his  deep  diilimulation  effected  that  purpofe,  which  his  iniquitous 
fchemes  caufed  him  to  hope  for.  My  antagonift  in  his  vindication 
of  Lukins  fays,  <£  all  impoflures  are  projetted  with  fome  defign  ;  and 
the  purpofe  of  the  Cock  Lane  Ghofi  was  dilcovered  to  be  meYcinary.” 
This  cannot  be  doubted,  and  fully  explains  the  views  of  Mr.  Vin- 
dex.  He  hoped,  no  doubt,  upon  the  departure  of  honeft  John, 
the  prefent  incumdent,  to  fucced  to  the  Epifcopacy  of  the  Chapel, 
the  infallibility  of  the  Britifh  Pope.  In  the  mean  time,  a  few  trifling 
douceurs  for  his  becoming  zeal  from  the  Eletl,  would  feel  very  comfor¬ 
table,  and  give  great  importance  to  our  parfons  pocket,  in  my 
narrative  I  obfe'rved  fpeaking  of  Lukins  4-  his  next  fubterfuge  was 
a  pretended  contraffion  of  his  thumb”.  My  very  honeft  antagonift, 
in  his  vindication,  mifreprefents  what  I  faid,  and  adds,  44  it  is  not 
contended  that  tl*e  contraction  was  perpetual:  on  the  conti  ary,  it 
was  uncertain  both  in  its  periods  and  duration.”  I  replied  that 
<c  he  pretended  his  thumb  was  contrafted,  and  obftinately  kept  it 
clofe  to  the  palm  of  his  hand,  a  long  while,  &c.  i  o  this  he  has  very 
modejlly  anfwered,  44  fhall  I  remind  S.  N.  of  the  actual  circurh- 
ftances  attending  this  deep  imprejfion ,  that  Lukins’s  thumb  became  fo 
firmly  fixed  into  the  palm  of  his  haiad,  as  to  generate  corruption, 
which  abfolutely  rendered  him  often  five.”  So  that  according  to 
this  writer,  tho’  the  contra&ion  was  not  perpetual  ;  and  though  it 
was  uncertain  in  its  periods  and  duration  ;  yet  his  thumb  became  fo 
firmly  fixed  into  the  palm  of  his  hand,  as  to  generate  corruption 
and  render  him  offenfive.  This  is  one  of  the  trifling  inconfiftencies 
of  W.  R.  W.  Blufh  O  ye  reverend  divines  at  the  confummate 
effrontery  of  your  very  important  brother  !  It  may  not  be  amiis  in  this 
place  to  inform  the  reader,  that  fome  years  lince,  Lukins  kept  a  little 
fhop  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  hired  a  room  of  a  gardener  of  this  pa- 
rifh.  In  the  abfence  of  the  man  and  his  wife,  and  at  a  time- when 
he  pretended  to  have  a  flrong  conti a£tion  of  his  hand,  he  was 
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by  'the  fire  fide,  'with  his  .hand  unclinched ;  but  quic|dy  after  the 
5goo d  woman  opened  the  door,  he  clinced  his  hand,  retired  to  his 
ihop,  and  wrapped  it  up  in  flannel  as  before. 

Mr.  VindeK  in  his  in troduSory  letter  lays,  that  during  the  in* 
f.uenoeof  his  paroxifms,  his  eyes  are  fall  doled”  to  my  anfwerthat 
he  took  care  to  peep  or  flily  fquint  at  his  wife  vilitors  ; — W.  R»  V/ 
•replied,— “  His  eyes  were  undoubtedly  in  general  faft  clofed  during 
his  fits;  but  as  he  ufed ro  be  perfeftly  fenfiole  at  thofe  times,  (reader 
••observe  in  his  violent  -fits,  convullions,  and  paroxifms  of  nature, 
Lukins  was  pefedly  fenlible !)  it  is  no  wife  proof  of  irapofture 
that  he  fometimes  opened  them  at  the  entrance  of  ftrange  com- 
puny 5 f.  (So  we  find  that  the  Devils  were  very  curious  to  know,  and 
;no  -doubt  were  greatly  obliged  to  their  zoife  vilitors  )  And  in  his 
third  letter  he  face  tie  ully  writes, li  and  perceive  you  gentle  reader,  any 
incon.fi llency  in  faying  that  his  eyes  were  fall  clofed  during  the  par- 
oxffnas,  and  yet  that  being  fenlible  of  what  palled,  he  fometimes 
opened  them  on  hearing  a  node,  &c.”P  It  appears  to  me,  that  there  is 
iame difference  between  a  man’s  eyes  being  faft  clofed.,  and  wide  the 
open,  as  there  is  between  a  blind  man,  and  a  man  who  fees  dif- 
But  to  follow  out  logical  writer,  in  his  wife  exemplifica¬ 
tion  of  h a  argument,  would  be  to  tralpafs  upon  the  patience  of  the 
reader,  and  for  this  reafon  1  fhall  only  obferve  to  our  natural  philo¬ 
sopher,  that  upon  his  cion  principles,  as  a  man  when  fleeping  is 
filiihufbed  by  an  uncommon  noife,  and  awaking  opens  his  eyes  ;  To 
Lukins  difturb’d  by  hearing  a  noife  opened  his  Eyes,  and  ought  to 
have  recovered  from  his  fits.  But  the  fapient  Vindex  while 
writing  his  admirable  vifions,  never  dreamed  of  the  recollefilion, 
Kjr  i udfi-emot  of  his  gentle  reader. 

In  xny  narrative  l  declared  that  r’our  late  pious  vicar  foon  lookd 
aipe-n  Luka  ns’s  pretences  with  due  contempt:  u  but  my  honejl  oppo¬ 
nent  afferts  that  ”  this  concludes  the  catalogue  of  jaljhoods . 

Mr.  Wake  our  late  vicar,  in  converfations  with  me,  fpake  of 
Lukins  iraiciblyt  but  with  mature  eonlideration  afk’d,  what 
can  bg  done?  His  brother  is  a  very  worthy  man,  and  is  greatly 
injured  by  him ;  and  we  cannot  without  hurting  the  brother,  {hew 
hiss,  refientment :  and  upon  this  .principle  it  was  that  Mr.  Wake 
extended  his  benevolence  towards  him.  A.  Wife  of  S.  H.  lived 
two  years  with  Mr.  Wake  and  v/as  the  greateft  part  of  her  time  at 
his  houfe  during  die  remaining  eight  years  of  his  life.  They  fay 
he  always  treated  the  idea  of-Lukins5s  being  influenced  by  Witches  or 
Devils  with  anger,  &  thought  a  horfewhip  would  do  him  mo  ft  good. 

But  to  open,  the  eyes  of  the  deluded  our  excellent  minifter  preach¬ 
ed  a  fer man.  upon  Ifaiah,  Chap,  viii ;  ver.  ,19,  20.  This  ferves^ 
to  ftiew  the  ability  of  that  good  man,  and.  the  great  regard  paid  to 
truth  hy  his  prudent  ntpht~w«  But  a  man  who  could  report  a  healthy 
man.  as  being  ^iiarrafted  into  3.  greivous  bodily  diforder, “  for  thp 
firAdc r  purpofe  of  ftimuiaUng  die  mifsplaced  principles  of 

humanity 
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humanity  in  favor  of  an  impoftor,  to  prejudice  the  eaufe  of  tyuffiv 
is  a  difgraee-  to  his  profelfion  and  deferves  not  credit.  In  my  an¬ 
swer  to  the  Vindication  of  Lukins*  T  faid,- — c<  when  1  replied  to* 
W.  R.  W.  my  only  wiffi  was  to-  prevent  a  deception,  without 
expotffig  the  iniquity,  of  the  man*,  (who.  has  fo  much  diftu-rbcd  the 
neighbourhood.)  in  a  greater  degree  that  would  he  Sufficient  to  guard, 
again  ft  fmuliar  impoftors  in  future.”  He  replied.-—' u  If  I  could 
comprehend  the  exacft  meaning  of  this  writer,  it  might  be  in  ray- 
power  to  give  him  a  proper  anfwer.  But  he  eludes  ray  penetration.  * 
He  fays  that  Lukins  much  dillurbed  the  neighbourhood  in  a  greater 
degree  than  would  be  lufficicnt  to  guard  againfi  firm!  ar  impoftors. 
in  future.”  If  my  antagonift  was  as  foolifh,  as  he  was  mean  and 
ihuffiing,  the  principles  of  compaffion  would  have  been  hfs  Left  pro- 
te&ion*  from  that  chaftifement,  which  his  iniquitous-  miirep.refen- 
Nations  and  duplicity  have  julHy  brought  down  on  him. 

Our  modeft  Mr.  Vindex  afks  what  truth  can  be  expefled 
from  a  man,  who  has  not  Scrupled  to  publifh  a  rank  falfhood*  in 
the  ft  up  id  account  of  two  perfo-ns,  &c.  u  As  to  the  man  he  is  ready 
to  atteft  upon  Oath*  and  his  miftrefs  will  folemly  affirm,  that  lie* 
never  fwallowed  an-  emetic*  mild  non  jusrly ,  neither  any  Pkyfit 
whatever  preferibed  by  5.  N.  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his.  life*  ” 

I  belive  that  there  is  not  a  man  upon  earth  fo  amply  replemfh  ad 
with  mcdefl  afturance  as  W.  R.  W.  alias  Juftkias-  Vindex*.  alias 
Amicus.  Before  I  fent  my  narrative  to  the  prefs.  I  called  u-p©» 
Mrs.  Young,  and  in  prefence  of  Mr.  Young  and  Mifs  Young,,  read 
it  to  her;  and  file  and  they*  all  approved  of  v/hat  was  laid  com* 
cerning  Radford, 

In  a  day  or  two  after  fhej  narrative  appeared;  in-  print*  Mifs  Y©img 
afked  Mr.  James  Churchoufe-  to  walk  in  and  read  the  paper.  Un¬ 
did  fo*  and  when  he  came  to  that  part  refpefHng  Rodford*  he  read 
it  to  Mrs.  Young,  and  afked  her  if  the  account  l  had  given  oi 
him  was.  true.  She  replied  it  was  true*  and  particularly  Specified, 
what  effefts  the  medicines  had  produced.  Mr.  Young  remembered, 
his* cafe  and  confirmed  what  I  had  written.  Meffis.  Plainer,  Rfobejfc- 
and  Thomas  Churchoufe*  and  many  others,  remember  having  many 
times  heard  the  late  Mr.  Young  merrily  tell*  how  quickly  she-, 
debtor  aad  he  himfelf  had  cured  Rodford.  Mr.  N orm-an*  Surgeons 
of  Langport*  knows  that  Rodford  was  under  my  care;  had  me¬ 
dicines  difpenfed  for  him;  and  that  he  put  off  his  antics,  by  she* 
next  day.  But  admitting  that  Rodforddid.  not  take  the-  raeditsnes 
which  I  directed*  how  does  this  invalidate  my  account }  People* 
of  tfte  Faculty  feldom  ftay  to  fee  their  medicines,  taken.  This  is- 
the  province  of  the  attendants.  But  this  I  can  by  no  means  adr.mt 
In  Rodford’s  cafe ;  feeing  I  was  informed  by  the  family*  that  be* 
had  taken  his  medicines  with  ftro-ng  and  evident  effeffi.  It  would 
be-  wafting  time*  to  follow  my  antagonift  through  his.  insonh-ftenc 
and  witticifms,.  For  this,  reafon  I  leave  him.  to  the  Rings  of  his  am 
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confcience,  if  any  he  has.  Sincerely  is  it  to  be  wifhecl,  that  the 
difgraee  he  has  incurred  by  his  ilhberality  and  inconudency,  may 
work  a  reformation  in  him  :  and  that  in  future  he  may  fo  apply 
his  faculties  to  the  ftudy  of  the  world,  and  the  knowledge  of 
himfelf,  as  to  behave  and  live  'becoming  his  vocation,  to  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  his  piofeffion,  and  comfoit  of  his  worthy  friends.  Thefe 
are  my  w idles.  If  they  fhould  be  accomplished,  1  fhall  think  my 
time  well  employed,  and  greatly  rejoice  at  the  happy  change. — 
When  it  is  considered  what  length  of  time  has  elapled  fmce  the 
Reformation  ;  hnce  the  Treasures  of  Wifdom  and  Truth  have  been 
publifhed  in  our  mother  tongue;  fm.ce  the  Glorious  Tight  of  the 
Everlading  Gofpel  has  openly  been  fhining  upon  every  inquifitive 
mind  ; —  how  di (graceful  is  it  to  human  nature  to  reflect  upon  the 
grofs  folly  which  dill  abounds,  and  dirvulafes  the  enthufiads  to 
adls  of  chicanery  and  pious  fraud  ;  as  if  fuch  pra&ices  were  ue- 
ceffary  to  fupport  the  iutered  of  religion  !  In  few  years  it  is  lipped, 
it  will  be  a  matter  of  aftonifhment,  that  there  was  a  pcrlon  o  be 
found,  filly  enough  to  be  duped  by  fo  ridiculous  an  impbfioi  as 
George  1  ukins,  in  the  year,  1788. 

If  we  for  a  moment  confider  the  rapid,  the  daily  improvements 
that  have  lately  been  made  in  the  Arts  and  Sciences  ;  how  mud  we 
wonder  at  that  darkenfs  and  fuperdition,  which  prevail  at  this 
time  J  To  what  caufe  is  this  difgraceful  ignorance  to  be  attributed  P 
Is  it  to  the  rewards  annexed  to  a  davifh  compliance  with  forms  and 
fyftems  which  are  at  bed  ufelefs,  if  they  are  not  unreafonable  and 
contradictory  ? 

If  to  the  latter, — remove  O  ye  great  ones  the  dumbling  block  ! 
Let  the  religion  of  the  holy  Jefus  have  its  free  courfe  !  Abolidr  all 
Antichndan  Subfcriptions !  Pull  down  the  Hierarchy,  differ  the  hea¬ 
venly  Doctrines  of  the  Gofpel,  as  a  burning  and  fhining  light,  to 
illumine  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifle  ! 

And  be  ye  not  like  unto  the  Orthodox  jpews,  in  the  days  of  our 
Lord  1  But  be  ye  hrd  in  this,  and  in  every  good  and  perfeCi 
work  !  Let  the  whole  world  fee  the  light  that  is  in  you  ;  and 
copying  your  brilliant  example,  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  hea¬ 
ven  !  Of  this  f>e  ye  affured  that  a  chridan’s  duty,  is  a  reafonable 
Service,  a  perfect  law  of  liberty!  Freedom  of  inquiry  will  powe-fully 
tend,  and  will  ultimately  remove  uncertainties,  difficulties  and 
difpui.es. 

The  do&rines  of  the  gofpel  are  perfeft  ;  and  drip  men  of  their 
early  prejudices,  are  more  eahly  to  be  unuerdood,  than  the  laws 
of  our  countty.  Yet  our  Lawyers  are  agreed  in  the  explanation  and 
powers  of  our  datutes.  This  agreement  in  opinion  anies  from  the 
ampled  liberty  in  dudying  of  the  law. 

Why  will  you  then  hold  forth  rewards  for  a  jlavijh  fnbfcription ,  to 
Articles,  Canons ,  and  Forms,  which  are  not  only  contradictory  and 
difgraceful  to  your  underdanding  ;  but  which  your  great ejl  champions 

cannot 


(  45  ) 

cannot  reconcile  to  each  other;  and  which  no  man  can  conform,  to® 
how  dreadful  is  it  to  require  of  the  Clergy,  a  jubfcription  to  fuck  abomina¬ 
ble  abfurdities  !  abfurdities  which  the  Clergy  mufl  even  be  fzoorn  to  be 
governed  by  !  The  Lord  God  Almighty,  the  God  and  Father  of  Men, 
Angels,  arid  of  our  Lord  JefusChrift  will  not,  with  impunity ,  be  mock¬ 
ed!  Proclamations  without  the  removal  of  thefe  offences ,  will  be  found 
inadequate  to  their  purpofes.  For  whilft  fophijlry  or  infedelity  remain 
with  our  public  teachers  ;  as  the  natural  and  necejfary  confequence  oF 
their  fervile  acquiefence  and  fubmijfion  ;  the  external  pomp  and  gri¬ 
mace  of  your  pious  pretences  notwithstanding, — *what  beneficial  ejfedi 
can  be  expended  from  your  formal  preaching  ?  By  the  bulk  of  mankind, 
efpecially  the  moft  knowing  part,  you  will,  you  mufl  often  be  looked 
upon  in  your  miniflerial  capacity ,  as  not  more  valuable  at  bejl,  than 
“  founding  Brafs,  or  tinkling  Cymbals.”  In  vain  will  falfe  alarms,  and 
vifionary  terrors  be  held  forth  to  the  world,  to  enforce  compliance 
with  the  externals  of fuch  a  fyjlem  ol  religion.  Let  Collufion ,  and 
Fraud,  and  Priejl-craft ,  and  Juggling  them,  be  for  ever  forgotten.  No 
dark  contrivance  is,  nor  can  be  counting ,  to  enforce  the  delightful  ftudy, 
the  love  of  truth.  For  truth  and  jujlice  have  ever  been,  and  ever 
will  be,  immutable. 

The  cauie  of  virtue  and  religion,  need  not  other  recommendation 
or  fupport,  than  that  of  honeft  difpajjionate  argument  and  rational  in¬ 
quiry.  The  beauty  of  holinels  muft  ever  produce  the  moft  amiable, 
the  moft  captivating  effefts  and  pleafing  fenfations.  Its  refulgent 
fplendor  difiipates  gloomy  apprehenfions,  like  as  the  fun,  fuddenly 
emerging  from  opaque  clouds,  into  a  clear  Iky,  in  an  inftant  emits 
its  brilliant  rays,  over  our  hemiljphere. 

Yatton,  Auguft  28,  1788.  $, 
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